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INTERPRETATION 


OF ALL 
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Ihe T IM E S Defined by 


PLEADED 
in Juſtification of what hath been Written there- 
upon, againſt the ſeveral Imputations of Curi- 
oj1ty, Grouadleſs Preſumprtion, Phancaſtry, or 
Enthuſiaſm. 
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2 P E T. 1. 30. 
Knuming this firſi, That no Prophecy of Scripture z of any privat® 
Int: rprotat9n. 


T is very Notorious, therc is nothing Learned, and good 
Men are more Scat 1d3iized at, or give {lighter Re; ard tog 


throughout all chat is offered to hm Ircm the Weird of 
God, than t the lat expr: cation of Smture Prophecy ; eſpe- 
clally, if Any come to the Interpret atliun of thofe Prephecies 


that Define T im:, 
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Now this ariſes from a {ſtrong Pre-judgment or Pre- poſſeſſion 
of Mind, That ſuch Prophecies, and moſt particularly concern- 
ing Time, arc not poſſible, or hardly Lawful to be Interpreted, 
and that it is pretumprion to offer at it; and that all that is 
drawn from ſuch Interpretation, is no other than Gruundlcſs 
Phantaſtry- 

L hawo thor are Reſolved, fince the Lord, as I Truſt, hath 
Himfcif engaged my Labeurs in this his Fineyard, to mate ft 
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my Humbic endcavour to Expiorate, and to Find on by this 
Sciiprure, How far ſuch Attempts of uterpretation art 'vitited, 
and the Succeſs affar'd. by the Word of Got; Now, tis i cx: 
and the whole Cuntcxt ſeem, even ar the firſt {tyhr, to p;ve 
Hlizheft Comntenance and Favour hercunto ; tor it expietly ate 
firms, Neo Prophecy of Scripture. not of Dantel, or ot the Keuela- 
t10n, or any other Scripture Prophecy, nor ot the Numbers, tcla- 
tingto I ime in thole Prophecies, and whercin the preciſencts of 
Times is Depoſited and Lay'd up, is of Private 1i.rpretation, 

I begin therefore with the Contideration ot the D rot 1 erms. 
or Words of this ſo Full Proportion of the Apoltic 3 


;. The Subjet-Matter, concerning which the Apollic thus 
aſhrms, is not Scripture in general, but molt particularly Pro- 
phecy o* Scripture ;, It his Propoſition had becn upon Scripture in 
gencral, it had neceflarily included Prophecy of Scripture 1n par- 
ticular ; Becaule Prophecy is ſo excellent a part of Scripture ; but 
it is Greater, and more Empharical, chat He particulariſes up- 
on Prophecy it (elf. 

2. The Carc the Apoſtle hath Taken to ſhew ic is the Uni- 


phecy : and Every Prophecy. AU Prophecy in general. and Every 
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4. That which He fixes upon as to his Point, to conſider 
concerning Interfretation, is concerning the Privacy of it; vV hic- 
ther it is a Publick, Free, Open. Acceffible, Selt-communica 
tive Thing, or whether Private, Reficrv'd, Uncommunicatec, 
or under Any ones Propriety and Encloſure, fo that no other 
may Prefum? to Enter into the Interpretation 07 it, but under 
ſome Charattoc for ſuch a Propricty # 

5. The form ot the Apolile's Propoſition is a flat and down: 
right Negative; Scripture- Prophecy, All Scripture- Prorhcy, £ 
Scritture Prophecy is ſo Conſtiruted, iramed, Doacencyy 25 
to be of Private Interpretation; and that the Neg iiton my by 
the ftronger, It is Kept, and Reſerved to be pi:cod with t 1. 
Lull ftrength of its Accent upon the Words, [5 nu 1rivate y Nd 
Apoſtle would not leſſen it by ſetting e9tuic in place of 72, 
both for the Force of the Word of Unizerſality botoio Noten!, 
as alſo, T hat the Negative might urge rhe more, being 2pplicd 
to Private ; And fo it amounts to a ſtrong Afhcination ; on te 
other ſide, ir is of an nterpretation , Open , Vubv.i-k, Irce a 
Common Good and Right, 

6. The Apoſtle lays ic as a Foundation, as a fit!! Principle, 
Knowing ( (faith He) this firſt, That All Prophecy of Scripture 28 
nut of a Frivate Interpretation, And it comes in as a firong Ar- 
gument or Motive for what he had ſpuken, by way of Vehe» 
ment Incitation to the Takin? Heel to Prophecy ; tor laving I hat 
Every one did well, who Tuck Heed ts ihe More fure Tord of Pro- 
pPhecy, He gocs on by way of Encouragement, and Aﬀfurance 
of Good Succels, Knowing, That It ts of an pen, Ftee Interpre- 
c——_ or bcing well principled in that firit, as is atter to be 
urged, 

Now who that Conliders theſe Words of the Apoitic thus pre- 
ſented, and lay'd out before Him, and what The Sir 57 4 HHo- 
ly Miziiter hath {poken thus, evras, fo expre/t 011 1.419 2 Prove 
dice againſt All urmoſt Endeavour to Intert ct {oy £1.79 ; 
cy of Scripture, anu contradict the Holy Gholt; ſaying, tt 1: 4 
Dark, Rcuired, Reſerved Thing ; not © by prefuani'd upon; 
+ or tobe mcedicd with. REDD. 

Bur before 1 proceed upon the main Points arifing 176m T7. 
Propolition of the Apoſtle, in Juſtification of loterprotution of 
Scripture- Prophecy , 1 am very ſenſible, the val ft omoaton 
endeavoured to be ſhaken by fujppolitiog, or Mitting oat ICT 
word for vTiAUT; Or Frterpretalh: ? VIZ. iN. Jt, 4 WOrG 4wler- 
ing bur an bota. ail Ort 3; ai -(G £3ay fcem =TOESRRRT 
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ind a4 word that would be had, to fignify Inſpiration; or it 
tar be not found ſo convenient to Change the word, yer it is 
Betigncd to Bring the Matter to the fame Point by giving a 
ſenle to it foreign to this Point, 337 by affixing tornifiuo,s a ſenſe 
the fame with /»ſpiration z viz, Uiſmifſion or ſending out the Pre- 
phets \ that to cither wav the Apottles Propoſition might ſpeak 
thus: Armin rr firſt, That no Proph:cy of ect! ture xs of a fri 
vate Iilaps.” or Hiffiration; and fo Interfretatioen thovia have nc 
Piacc, nor ay thing. todo here. : 

| w'li therefore Argue, hrit againſt any other word, than 


tat of £27.44, ard then againſt ary other ſcaſe of th: 
V rl 7. v4. but that of Grerpr:itatton. 

i he Arguments that the word Efilu/ts, and not Fpelufis, was 
v5 1. by vc Dimne Sririt, are theſe tio. 

1. T oicro is an Univerial Confere, and Agreement of All 
Comes inthe word 4 piluis. wherein that Vrovidence watci 
11 over All Scripure, bath parifcularly ſkewn ic fclt in care 
over tis; torkar rhicre i no occaſion for anv (ne toChange it, 
c tr ic Him ſlr were Giren ts Changes of Would make ai I: 
( e-a5F41'it 1tg bccaule He wouid not own tir Prophecy { at 

* 1 of £4:rrure, to be of a Free, Open, Publick Interprete- 


191, tortobe Aptroached unto 
2. It i5 ob!c:ved by rhe Learned, The word Epeluſes is not 
> proper word to ſignify [api or hijpiration, or any thing 
{;x2 it; But the word nil as It comes ſomething near the 
word «:1K\v:;, and yct can never be it, or the fame; fo it 
{-ems ſomewhat a-kin in ſenſe to Super, or Preternatural kmo- 
[ic11, bur at ſo great a diſtance, It can never be Divine Super- 
- ztural, nor like it, but melt Contrary to it, and Abhorred of 
ict Foritis a word of very ill intention, and fignihies the Force 
v!: Enchantment on the Enchanted Perſon ; a ſenſe that can by 
av means be ſuffered ro Enter into the Tabernacle of the Holy 
*7217:t, the Spirits of his Prephets ; nor Agree tothe Sacred ſcope 
.nd purpole of the Apoſtle. 

ur 1 will yct further Argue againſt any other word, but 
Lri/ufts in Arguing againſt any other ſenſe, but that ſole and 
wnvie infec of Intertretation;, lo that by Epilu/'s ſhall not, cannor 
2 undcriived, as fome would have it, any Kind of Diſmiſſeon, 
.r {-nding cut the Prophets to Prophecy. For, 

i. Ihe very ſame word, differing only as a Noun and a 

1, £42 15; uſed here by the Apoſtle Peter, is uicd in the very 

fam. 
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ſame Senſe, and in the very ſame matter, and purpoſe, Mark 3. 


34- Only what isdenicd here by this Apoſtle is affirmed in ano- 
ther Caſe there, 223. Our Lord Expounded his Parables but Apart 
or Privately to his Diſciples : T here Epelue, He Expounded Kar 
iv, or Apart; Here the Expefetion or Interpretation of Prophecy is 
demed to be Apart. | 

This Scripture in Mart therefore is, as if the Spirit of God 
had on purpoſe provided an Aſſurance, in what manner theſe 
ſame Words are to be underſtood in Peter, 13. by the Certain, 
U-oubted Senſe of them in Markt And it is the more to be 
Kk cted, if we give heed to the Ecclehtaftic Memoir, that, the Apo- 
file Peter ſuper-intended the Evangeliſt Merk in his Writing thar 
Goſpel : Oblerve therefore, I he tame Divine Spirit by the very 
ſame Seryant of his, the Penman of this Epiſtle, and the Super- 
viſor of that Goſpel, uſes both Words; the word fo much the 
fame with Epuilu/ts, ſo undoubtedly in the ſenſe of Expounded; 
and of Privately, or Apart in the Word Ids; and that they are 
us'd both Affrmartively, and Negatively in the ſame fenle: For 
what the Exanzeliſt ſpoke Aﬀirmatively, wiz. Chriſt did Expound 
or [nt:rpret but Apart, that the Apoſtle in this Text lays down 
in the Negative, or denics concerning the ſame Expoſition or 1n- 
terpretation, viz. T hat it is not Apart or Private. 

This is fo full in this kind of Argument, that it ſeems unne- 
ceſſary to add, Ir is the word uſed by the Septuagint, for the 
Interpretation of the Dreams of Pharaohs Officers by 75/+ph , 
Gen. 41. 82. 

2. Bur that which is indeed above All, is, The Reafon, and 
Scope of the Apoſtles Diſcourle , require the word , {nterpreta- 
tion, and no other; For the Apoſtle was nor Preffing, that the 
word of Prophecy is a ſure Word; That He knew. was Agreed, 
and moſt acknowledged berween Him, and the Hebrew Strangers 
ſeattered Abroad, to whom He wrote, and fo thc Apoſtle takes 
that for a moſt confei'ed Thing, and that they gaze heed to 
it, as ſuch; but that which required immediately to be further 
ſpoken to, was, That the fure Word of Prophecy ſhines, as a Light 
in the dark placr,in which theChurches of Chriſt are,til] theDay of 
the Kinzdym of Cirrilt dawny and He the Phoſphor, and Day-Star of 
it ſbinet to the Hearts Alt His, For that is every where the Cha- 
rafter of thar kingdoms it firlt dawns, and then it ſhines, and it 
Ghines into All Hearts, poſſeſſes All Minds ; The Pay ot Gofpel- 
Liphr, and the Day-ſlar of that had akgeadv ſhone; for they 
were "(tahirſred in the prifent Truth; but that the Apoſile intended. 
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was to come ; For He ſays, Until it ſhine, which could not be 
properly ſaid of what is paſt 2 Beſides, That could not be come, 
that was yer in Frophecy, and needed Prophecy to ſhine in the place 
of it; which Place had been altogether Dark,- it it had not been 
for the Light of Prophecy : And the Darkneſs of it was, becauſe 
that Day did not yet Dawn, nor the Day-Star Ariſe. 

Now to this Lzzht of Prophecy, ſaith the Apoſtle, Nou do well 
to Take Heed, you do well, as it is your Duty ſoto do; and as it 
is honourably well; So it is ſaid ; Bleſſed zs He that Readeth, and 
They that Hear. 

Bur to this, This Objeion might well be made; It is a great 
difficulty to underſtand Prophecy; who, or how few arc agreed 
about he Senſe and Interpretation of it ? and cſpecially in what 
relates to the Time of it, and thoſe Numbers relating to Time 
to particularly if Danzel. T his therefore the Apoſtle would pre- 
vent, and ſurprize before hand, and He 'does it by laying this, 
a5 a firſt Principle, That Alt, and every Prophecy of Scripture ts not of 
Private Interpretation; If it were ſo, it were indeed vain to Take 
Heedto it, as to a Light ſhiniug in a dark place, for then it would 
be as dark, as the dark place it (elf; A Prophecy of the Kingdom, 
that cannot be Interpreted, can no way enlighten the Dark Statc 
of the Non-appearance of the Kingdom 3 But the Apoſtle afſu- 
ring, the Sure word of Prophecy is not Private, Secret, Apart, bur 
of an Open, Free [nterpretation, is full to the Purpoſe of Taking 
Heed, or Giving Attendance to it, as to ſuch a Light. 

And then the Apoſtles following words evincce the ſam: 
Thing ; Prophecy came n«t of old Time by the will of Man ; But Holy 
Men of God (pake, as they were @:g:utiu, Carned, Moved, Inj; :- 
red by the Holy Spirit, as is further to be Explain'd: Now this 
comes as a Reaſon of what had been ſaid before, as is manite!t 
by the Particle For, And it is, indeed, a great Reaſon, why no 
Prophecy of Sceipture ſhould be of a private Interpretation; becauſe 
it was given, as ſhall be ſhewn, from the Publick Spirit, and not 
from a Private Spirit, as every Created Human Spirit is. 

Bur if we underſtand the word us'd for Interpretation, to lignify 
cither lapſe, or Inſpiration, theſe following words would be only 
words of Amplification, and not of Proot; and to be Interpret- 
cd as the oppoſite to Private, by the Adverſative But; and not 
Ratiocinative as the Cauſal Conjunion For, aſſures them to be. 
And the ſenſe muſt run thus; No Prophzcy of Scripture is of Pri- 
vate [nterpretation ; Bug Holy Men of God ſpake, moved by the Hol 
Spirit ; and if any one ſhould put in For, after /»/piration ; o " 

{ape 
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/apje (uppos'd in place of Juterpretation; It is as it the Apoſtlc had 
ſaid, It 1s not of private Inſjiratien, and therefore of Divine, | cr 
. th-re can be no oppoſite ro Private, but Divine in the Apoſtles 
ſenſe, and therefore it is not of private Inſpiration z Becaulc, or, 
For, Holy mn were not Privately, but Diwinely Inſpired; which is 
Amplification, and not Probation 3 Bur if we take , as on 
all Accounts we ought, the word to be Interpretation, the For, 
comes in moſt juſtly, as introducing a Great Reaſon, VWh-y 
Prophecy cannot be of private Interpretation, becaule it is of publi.t 
Inſpiration, as ſhall be ſhewn; How ſtrong a Reaſon is this ! 
Now (ceing Probation, or Proof, makes a Difcourte fironger 
than Amplification only ; If there be any doubt concerning a 
word, Whether This or That? T hat ovght to be pre'cerred 
which makes the Sacred Text more Sinewy and ſtrong, and © 
does the word Interpretation here 2 And ſeeing there is lo mucl: 
for that word, and nothing againſt ir, it ought tobe acquietced 
in by All, as offering ſo great a Truth ; That we ought as in 
Hearing, ſo in Preaching, to give the ſenſe of Prephecy ;, As it is 
ſaid of Exra and the other Lewes, and the People urdcr them, 
Nehem. 8. 7. They gave the ſenſe of the Law, and Cauſed the Pecy!: 
to underſtand, the Reading, or Preaching; that is. the inward ſenlc 
of it, and not only the Syllabical Reading loſt in Babylon ; as 
ſome may ſuppoſe ; For that is beneath the Holy Spirits notice : 
And thus ought Prophetical Scripture to be Adminiſtred ; Becauſe 
it 15 not of private /nterpretatzon, It, and the I ime of it, oughtto 
be opened, and explained, All and cvery part in all its D:vine 
ſenſes. 
But that, furcher yer, This point of Intertretation may be ſer- 
ed, and ſecured, ard not only to. but highly illuſtrated ; I will 
endeavour to clear. that the Grand —_— ot the Context, 
nay of this whole Epiltle,is Adjuſted and Prepared toAilure, T hac 
Prophecy of Scripture is not of a Private Interretation in that great- 
eſt Poine of Prophecy, of the Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the Time of it; That Myſtery of God to be Fulfilled, Evangelized 
by ANI! bis Prophets , that Reſtututton of All Things in that Kinzdem 
ſroken of by All the Prophets, fance the Wa [4 begany Now of this King- 
dom, and the Time of it, The Apoſtles Affirmation, The 
Prophecies of Scripture are not of any private Interpretation. when 
and in what they ſpeak of it, hath the chief, and moſt cmi- 
nent place; And therefore the Diſcourſe upon fo great a Scrip- 
ture, ſo levelled, and prepared (as I may ſay) to all intents and 


purpoſes, for the Juſtification of ſearch into Prophecy, concerning 
tC 


T he Grent Charter for 


eine f o Cri, and what, or wat manner . Tim, the 
CEE Cod bath tinnific d, TP incced, a Me: Nt 4 Ct zrta lor In- 
t:r7rettion of 1t 

NO then, the occaſion of ail the Context, is the 
the Abundan = _—_— into the Amgion o! or Lord an id 7 Serine 
3. ſus Chriſt, and That, an Everlaſting Kings (om: Now of this Xin-- 
dom there isa Twotold itate ; That which is now at preſent and 
by wav of preparation, or the Pimillration cf an Entrance and 
concerning thar, The Apoſtle ſays, They were eſtabliſhed in the 
preſent Truth, 2. There Is a Fucvre e State, ard Glory ot that 
fins vom, which 15 that Ez-1aſting Kin om, and to whicn this 
preje ext | eden «| Crace lea rs A" IP 5 and of hs, faiti 
te APO ne I will it be negiugent 4 Aut 9% 71 remembrance. 

Upon this Hajis ot r Foundation {al id then, I will hrit give great 
Arguments, That throw gh the whole Epittle, and particularly 
in this Context, the A; woltle bath very great Relation to this 
Aing&m, and molt particularly to the Time of it. 2. That 
the Context having lo great Relation to this King om, and par- 
ticularly co the T ime ot italloy there 1s great Rea ton the Apoſtle 
thould ſpcak concerning the Interpretation of Preph:cy, as the prin- 
cipal Poijar, and rhat /njpiration ſhould Attend upon it; In the 
firlt Parc | will give Arguments, Firſt, T hat the Aingdom 1s in- 

tenced ; And then in the ſecond place, for the Tre, as intended 
alu 


Aro2ument I. That wiich I have aircady faid is moſt maniteſt , 
he the mention of the Kinzdem of Chrijt, to which the Apo- 

:s Biſcourle before made haite, and to which the whole Epi- 
ile 2(rer iſſues, hath immcdiate Relation to this Context : For 
the Connexion and Coherc NCC is fo cloſe and ftrift, that there 
's no dividing the one from the other , as will appear in the 
fol; owing Particulars. For, 

The Apoſtle gives notice what Aingdom of Chriſt He had 
-egard tro, when He Styles it in Remembrance of that Kingdom 
Promiſed in Dantel, the Eyer lajting Kingdom, as it iS there Sy! d, 
C. 7. an Everlaſtins Domintgny and a Ainzden. that ſhall not be de- 
froved. 

3. in that fo Empbatically. He gives the Tulc of Sawicur to 
{Er as the Apoſtle Paul joyrs the apprararice of the Great Ged, 
and our Sauur Frſus (hrif: rogethe er: For therein above All 
rift is feen, and will be | KNOW! to be tne $42:42r, Reſtoring 
A!) that wa Ruined br the fin cr the Firil Aft: 
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4. The great care the Apoſile expreſ'es, They ſhould have 
that Kingdom in remembrance, although they were «tabliſh'd 
in the preſent Truth, that Miniſters but an entrance into that King- 
dam ; as was intimated before, 

5. The Apoſtle, as the New-Teſ'ament generally does, calling 
the Kingdom of Chriſt his coming, rememters the Admonition 
Chriſt gave him of hs dying, or putting off that Tabernacle before 
he ft ould ſocome ; whereas the Apoſtle had an expcation of that 
7.*:.4om immediately, as they faid; Hut thou at this time reflore the 
h :ngdom to Ijrae?. 

6. The Areſtle giving ſo full a Repreſentation of the Transfigu- 
ration, Which was it ſelf an admirable Landſkip, and a Model of 
! , gives it cn pirpcle to foreſtew it; the Ajcſiletheretore gives 
it in Tera's molt expreſſive of the Amygdom of Chriſt, 'v. 16. to 
V. 19. 


I. Ir is called the Pcrer and Coming of Chriſt, and the word 
Maſeſty imperts Royal Cre ati ets, ». 15. 

2, Theltollcmn inauguration ct Chriſt by the Yoice from the ex- 
*client glory; This zs the beloved Son, 1: hom 1 am well pleaſed \ like 
unto that other fo great Declarati.1 of him:, Thou art my ſon, 
this day have Tbeectien thee, when he jet his Kingdom on las holy hill of 
Non, V. 18. 

3. As the New- Jeruſalem, th: Palace of the Kingdom of Chrift 
is an cxcceding high and holy Mountain, fo all this glory was 
on the holy Mounta'n. 

4. In that the Apoſtle is ſo appretenſive, it might be ſuſpeRed 
to be'a cunninely dewtſed Table, which Caution of the Apoſtle is in- 
deed a great Key of this whole Diſcourſe; and w:i!! lead us into 
the reaſon of this Context. as ſhall appcar alter, 


Kine lim of Grace, the Spiritual kirgdom, the Gofpe! cf Grace, 


by no mean: called a dark or (raya or ff place 4 For it was 
the Gloric.!cl: State of the Kinder ang. of Prerhery fuihild in 
'P! It. 
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it, that had been ever before, or hath been fince, or thar ſhall 
be. till that very Exerlaſtins Kingdom of Chriſt come into its ſuc- 
ccſſion ; then it could not be the Kingdom of Eternity, For the King- 
dom of Eternity is not the manifeſtation of Proph-cy , but one ot 
the plaineſt an ! molt Fundamental Dottrines of the Gyſpel, and of 
Chriſtianity. 


I come therefore to the ſecond thing ; that this Epiſtle of the 
Apoſile Peter is adjuſted ro, and thar is, to the ſhewing the time of 
the Kizdom; for which 1 give theſe Arguments. 


i. That the Apoſtle calls ic the Everlaſting Kinzdom , by which; 
as was beforc intimated, he refers tro Daniel's Prophecy ct that E- 
veriaſting Kinzdom and Dominion, Dan. 7. 27. which is poſtpon'd to 
four Aimzdims and Monarchtes , the laſt of which was thcn in 
courſe, when the Apoſilz wrote this; and to the laſt (tare of which, 
viz. the Feet of Iron an1 Clay, and the ten Hirns, and a lictle one 
chicf of the Ten, there was an allowance of Time, Times and 
Half a Time, b:tore the Rinzdomo? Chriit could come into its Suc- 
CCI On. 

2 Tac Ap by laying, The ſure ward of prophecy ſhines as a 
{1zht in 4 4ark place, intimates, it forctels the time of that glori- 
ous Kinzdim ;.how could it ſhine fo ctte&nally, as to enizghten the 
dark placz, if 't gave no Knowledge, when Prophecy ſhould be ful- 
fhil'd. Hor that Prophecy docs not paſs immediately into cftect, 
mad: the ſpace berween the appearance of Chriſt in Fl: and in 
G/cry dark : and therefore the light of Prophecy gives us a direction 
up2ntne Time, when theefizft of Prophecy ſhall be, the hope and 
aſſiirance of which Enitghiens, 

?, The Aps[t/z according to other Scriptures, diſtinguiſhes be- 
two. the diy lavains, and the Dry Star ariſing ; one lignifyin;z 
the ſucceſſion of rhe Kingd im of Corift ; the other the gloty of 
that X'::dem. $3 thc Myttery of G54 15 to be fulhtlled in the 
day 1 the S-venth Arzel, and then Chrilt appzars in his Glory. 
So th: pole diltinguiſhes between Cott b1tinz thejman of fin with 
the Br-uh of bis Myth; which is by the mighty pawer {of the 
Everla/liug Goſps!, and then utterly conſuning and annt- 
ailating Him, with th: Brightn?ſs of bis Comme, or Appear- 
Gott. 

4. Taz Am: deſcribs; the Ap32ity raat ſhould fo long delay 
12 Arvadom of Chrilt in myſtical Terms, under the fhade of Nicolat- 
if 2, 4143 32liſciſm, oh: to typ2 045 the [doiatry, impurity of, 

Mnnere, 
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Manners, and all the Abominableneſſes of the Antichriſtian State z of 
which Antichriſt, the liule Horn in Daniel! , whoſe repreſentation 
Dazie! gavezasthinking to change Times andLaws,until the time «f 
the Kingdom of Chriſt; Now of this very changing Times and Laws, 
is the Second Chapter of this Epiſtle a' delineation _ and 
moſt prophetically , and at greateſt advantage after the mention ot 
Prophecy, it is given. : 

5. His Third Chapfer moſt plainly and exprily reiers to 
Time; tor he anſwers not as ſowe think, the Atheiſts, bur the 
Antichriſtians ObjeQion, thoſe great Burleſquers of Chriſti:nity 
into Fables ; callcd therefore Scoffers ; who ſay, T hat all things 
from the Flood having continued as they were, there 1s no ſuch 
change as of the Kinzdom of Chriſt to be expetted; and fo a!l char 
which concerns the Kingd m of Chriſt hath paiſed with them tor 
Millenarian Herefie, T he Apeſtle hath thcrefore laid down the 
Rule and Standard of T ime. accounting the Six-days of Crea- 
tion, cach as at a Thouſand Years; and in the Evcning, or as 
between the wwo Evenings of the fixth Miltenary begins the 
Sabbatical Milenary, or the Seventh ng yew ; Which is with the 
Lerd ; that is, with relation to the L-rd, or the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in rclation to his Kinzdom ; but as one day, often cal- 
lcd thc Day of Judgment, and that Sabbath Day ; in which Saying 
of the Apoſt/e, That a Thouſand Years is as one Day; there is a 
manife't fore{1ght of the Divine Spirit, -what it would make 
known by John, even that number'd, exatly Numbered Time 
of a Thunſand years: which the Apoſtle Peter affirm'd to be with 
the Lord, viz. as Timedeligncd, and (ct out to the Lord as hi: 
2w'; Times That one Dav, 


Now as this view of tais Epiltie gives us a clear appreheni:- 
ong how full to the purp: le of Propherical Scripture, this Epiltle 
is written, how it {impathizes, and is contemporate with the 
whole Scope and Spirit of it; fo the Words and Scnſe of 
Inter pretat:on is exatily fitted to all, and no other can 
fit it. 

For there were two things, all the Hebrexs, both unbelieyiac. 
and belicyers, were fully agreed in. - 


1. That the Propheczes of Scrizture were of Divine Injjiratien. ; 
that Prophecy of Scripture came not by the will of man, but wa; 
irom the Holy Spirit : Thisthe Belicying, and Unbelieying ers 
were both moſt zcalous ct. ; 
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2, That M:ſiab had a Kingdom affured to him in the Prophe- 
ſtes of Scrigtur? 2 T his even che Unbelieving Zews were all in 
higheſt exp:Aat.on of at that very time; and the Be- 
lieving Jews alſo were caraeſtly at that time in expeRation of. 


To theſe the Apoſtle therefore cannot bz ſuppoled to direQ the 
for. c of his Di courſe. 

Bur char Jeſus Chriſt was not to be owned as the true Me{- 
/1h,the Son of God,and th: King of Iſrael; notwithſtanding hisKings- 
dom did not immediately appezr ; wasa Point the Unbelicving 
Jews AtC to this day ſcandalized ar, even to thcir rejetion of 
Clcilt the True Meſavb ;, and the Chriſtian Hebrews were very 
render in. Therefore that Jeſus Chriſt was the True Meſſrah, 
and that great Prince, the Apoſtle gave firſt the proot of the 
Transfigurationy as hatiz been ſhewn 2 And that he with James 
and Joby were Eye and Exr-Witneſſes; Three Witneſſes; in 
the Mouths ot whom ic was eſtabliſh'd, and no Cunninely 4ewifed 
Fa)le, to ſhifr off the Scandal of the mean Appearance of our 
Lord, ia the days of his Fleſh But, ſaitn the Apoſtle, Ie haze 
a mor? ſure word of Propaecy, as hath been opencd ; ro which you 
do well to take heed, 

Bur the Objcftion Aiil remains; That the Prophecys run all 
upon a Glorious Kingdom of Mefſtah at that time to appear, as the 
Uubelieving Zexs thought ; and theretore che Scribes, Phariſees, 
Chief- Prieſts, Elders, their whole Sanhedrim detcrmi 'd againſt 
him with a high hand, chat he was a Deceiver. The aſſerting 
therefore the Divine Inſpiration of Prophecy conld not be to 
the main purpoſe; but that ic is not of Private Interpretation, but 
that ſerious Chriſtians may find the ſenſe and mcaning cf it, 
and that it is not within the Encloſure or Embaraſſe of any San- 
hedrim, Council, or Infallible Breaſt ; This is indeed highly 
to the purpoſe; and that according to the Senſe and Meaning 
of the Divine Spirit init ; one part compared With ano. her, by 
the Afhſtances of the ſame Spirit; it would appear. that as Da- 
niel's Seventy Weeks brought down T ime to its fulneſs, 17, at 
the Death, Keſurredion, and Aſcention of Chriſt, that a dark place, 
or Interval of delay and paticnce, for that Kingdom mult needs 
be for a long ſpace. but that yet that all T akers hecd to pro- 
phecy Prophecy leads through the dark place, with the Iluminati- 
on of tha: Courſe of Time, and how long it ſhall be until the 
damning © the day, and the ſhininz sf the day Star into the hearts 4 
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all his Saints. by the glorious appearance of Chriſt, and in the 
fulneſs of times, or all T imes. 

Now all this is very evidently to a great and admirable end, 
purpoſe and cffeCt in the Apoſtle's Diſcourſe in this Context and 
whole Epiſtle, »iz. to ſettle the hearts of the Believing Hebrews, 
and of all Chriſtians in the comfortable ExpcCtations of that 
Kinzdom, in the midſt of the greateſt Darknels of the worſt 
Times; and it is withthe greatett Witdom of the Drz:ue Sparit 
&t Prophecy, that at this very Advantage the Apvitle goes on to 
'Ct out this Apoſtacy, at this very Joint of Diſcourſe ol rhe dark 
rlace, which that very Afpoſtacy was to create; and at naming ot 
prophecy; and tells them, that thiere ſhail be falſe Prophets among 
(Chriſtians, as there were among the People of Tſrael ot old : (So 
the Apoltle John in the Revelations joins the Antichriſuan Beaſt, 
and Falſe Prophet ) in ſeveral Particul:rs oppolite ro the Apoſtles 
Dettrine, concerning Prophecy and Interfretation of Scripture, 
wheicin they have Amichriſtianizd, as the Phariſes at that 
time had Prevaricatcd. 


I. In that inſolent Pretence to Infallibility of Interpretation by a 
Pope and Council ; and their Clergy would engroſs Interpretation, 
and the Porer of Interpreting Scripture, as their own Propricty, 
Right an! Dominion, 

2.1n their Locking up Scripture from the people,under this ve- 
ry Preterce; T hey cannct interpret, nor have right to interpret 
ie; fo they cannot a tend to the ſure word prophecy, as they are 
commer ded here tor doiny. 

3. in their peculiac Enmity tothe ſearching the Prophecy of 
Scripture, ard ccnyinu cven tothe moſt Learncd to intermed- 
dle with it, lecing their own, Corocmnation in it; contrarv 
to the Apoltic's mo.t peculiar Cum 1. cndation ot thoſe, whogive 
hecd to Prophccy. 

4. In their ſetting up Traditica, a thing depencent wholly on 
Human Will above Scripture ; whereas the Apoſtle commends 
Scripture anc its. I'rophccy, that it came not by the Will of 
man, but by t::c $pir:r. 

5. Ia their aliowing to their own Potaries the Credit and Ho- 
nour of thcir pretended nſpirations above the Cloſe attendance 
to Scripture Propaccy, and its Interpretation; which the Apoſile 
hath here fo rccommendcd to every Chriſtian, and without the 
lealt {1gnificatian of [rſpiraricy Given to All; and his plain making 
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6. By cxaiting their Fabulous Legendary Miracles above Scrip- 
ture, or the Prop-:i25 ; notwithſtanding even to the Transfigura- 
tion, The Apoſtic prefe's the ſure Word x. Prophecy Although That 
was no Cunning d-viſed Fablz, and of (fo great an Excellency; 
by which the Apeſele ſeems prophetically toGlance molt ſeverely up- 
on thoſe Cunningly Deviſed Fables, that ſhoul ariſe in the Chriſtian 
Profeſſzon. 


7. The Apsſil:, Foretelling thoſe Scoffers in the !aſt days, who 
ſhould ſer up the Muck Fifth Monarchy; to earnelily recommends 
the IVords of the Prophets. and the Commandments ot the Apeſtles 
of the Lord and S$avicur, the Great Meſſrab, and Jeſus 3 wheres» 
by te hath alſo given a very dimning Pr:diftorv Admonition 
or tic Grand Antichriſtian Apoſtacy, 


Now ia ail theſe, it may be faid to thoſe Antichriſttans, as it 
Was to ie Jers, and their Rulers of old ; while they read theſe 
Scriptures, and the Prophecys of Scripture in their ownway,they not 
underſtanding the Volew of the Prophets, arc moſt juſily con- 
demned in /ulfiline them. For thus ought the Antichriſtian /\- 
p9[tacy to do, though moſt wickedly they do ſo,that thele Scriptur- 
Propbecys may be fulfilled. 

All that hath now been ſpoken being by way of premiſal and 
treparation, 1 lay down theie Prope/atton- 3 

1. That Scripture Prep b2cy is given by God, for a Light tho! 
muſt ſkine in the Cark plac or the Auncoriſitan Apeſtacy, till t 
end 0! which the Rinedom of Chriſt is in delay. 

2.Chriilians & well to take heed ro it. as fo ſhining and givin ; 
the tin:c, when the day ot that Kingdom ſhal! dawn, and the day 
$:ar 1c no £22 hearts of all Saints, 

3. $159 bocd cannot be given, except there be a Right gi- 
170 Criitians, and a power of interpreting Scripture Prophe- 
Tier 

4. kisa Firt Principle to Chriſtians, of the Apoſtle's ſetting 
and 6xin; wthatall and ev cry Prophecy of Scripture, and particu- 
tariv of Time relating to the ee of Chriſt is O- 
peii and F.ce, and not a Private Record, or of any way 
at Encloyd, Impropriated , ior Appropriatcd Iterpretation. 

For the more clear and illuſtrious argui:g the Grand Propoli- 
ton; That all, and every Prophecy of Seriptwre is not of a pro- 
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vate or ſecret, but of an open, free, and publick Interjretation ; 
[ will firſt proceed by direft and down right proof and Ar- 
ument, that of all Scr7pture, except that which lays down the 
ruths, precilely, and ablolutely neceſſary to Salvarion : The 
Prophecy of Scripture is in its Interpretation, meſt Free, open, an 
molt certain. 

I will in the ſecond place give Anſwers to the great Objett:- 
ons againſt this Propoſition fo prov'd. 

| will in the Third Place conſider what Standards accord; 
to Reaſon and Scripture-underſtanding may be given, where- 
by we may judge a; war any one hath given a true /aterpretat? 
on of Scripture Prophecy, viz, whereby the perſon giving luch [n- 
rerpretations, may know himſelf he hath given ſuch crie 
——_ and whereby Any other may judge of it, and find 
it lo. 

In the Fourth Place, I will draw out in moſt publick vicw, 
the Evidences | my {elf have within my ſelf, and have offercd 
to others, that I have given a T ruc Interpretation of Scripture 
Prophecy. | 

All this 1 will do with moſt particular relation to prophetica! 
numbers of Time. 

I will Super-add a Judgment upon the ſtate of Time Jater- 
medious from hence to the Kingdom of Chriſt; and thew, that th: 
Kingdom of Chriſt ſnall be very ſudden, and as Lightning: And this 
I ſhall do by way of retraftation, and correQion of Any thing 
whercin I have err'd in this mattcr ; and what will be as an An- 
{wer of an ObjcAion, that Glories in the preſent appearance of 
Things to Senſe, as if no ſuch Kingdom were near, 

1 will recolle&t the whole in ſome very Brief ReficRions for 
the ſett;ement of the Judgment and prattice, in relation to Scri;- 
ture Prephecy, concerning T imc. 


| begin with the Firſt; The arguing the Propofition, which 
ſha'l inliſt upon theſe Four Heads, or I opicks. 


1. | argue [rom the Intinite Ability of the Divine Spiric, ſor2 
pive Prophecy, that the Interpretation may be Fc and Pub- 
:1CK, 

2. I argue from the neceſſity ; That whatever is written wich 
fenſe, and coherence of the things written, and with the Har- 
mony of Truth, if the parts of ſuch Diſcourſes are diligently 
compar'd, and lagaciouſly in'ermedled with by perſons tepar :- 
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ting themſelves thereunto, a certain Interpretation muſt needs fly 
out to them. 

3. | argue from the gracicus Aſſiſtances and Promiſes that 
the Holy Spirit will as the Spirit of Truth lead into all Truth, ſhew- 
ing things that are to come ; and give the key of kncrledge, leadin 
into the Sectcts of Prophecy; even wherein our Dulneſs an 
S!omnzſs of Heart makes them ſo, notwithſtanding the Prov iſt- 
on of the Spirit for their [nterpretation, 


Areument I. The Divine Spiric hath an Infinite and Infalli- 
ble Pretcience of things that are to come to paſs ; Known to 
him are the \/orks of God {rom the very Foundation cf the World to the 
cnd of ir, witi every particular Accident tothe very leaſt Cir- 
cumſtance; and therctorc he can foretell all things, as clearly as 
he pleaſcs ; and ſo that they may be interpreted and under- 
{tood. 

He !learcheth all things, even the deep things of God, whoſe 
Counſels of 61d are faithfulneſs and truth; who calleth the End from 
the Beginning, and can declare ir, For he worketh all thingsat- 
ter the Counſel of his own Will, which Will he kucw from E- 
tergity within himſelf. 

This Preſcience of the Divine Spirit is acknowledg'd by All 
Chriſtians, except {. me tew who Jea't deſerve the Name of 
Chriſtians, who deny the Atual Dererminations of Fice, or 
what we call Fortuitous Agents, to be Scabilia, or Knowable. 

| make not thercforc here any diipute concerning the High 
Myltery of the Supreme Pr. icience; how, or in what manner 
God forcknew, when the things fore known depend on cauſes 
ating (o freely, that what they will chooſe, ſecms impcſlible to 
be known betore hand ; or lo fortuitouſly, that if it could be 
forcſcen how thy would be caſt, the Fortuitouſneſs ſeems de- 
tiroyed 3 But that Cod docs forcknow, I take tor granted, cy:n 
as it is much the more geacraily agreed; and in levera! greateſt 
Initances of cach kind, it is moſt evident and undeniable in 
S:ripture, God hath forcio:d the Events of cach fort; Ged mag- 
nifies his own Divinity; aad challenges all Falſe Names of Le- 
ity upon this very Point 2 For thus he ſays «Declare to ws things to 
-ume that w? may know you are Gods,I[a.43.23. And as he foretccs,and 
ture- knows with infinite clearneſs and perſpicuity ; cvcn ſo he 
is able, according to the nature of Prophetick Language, which 
he ath conſtituted and fram'd, taking the Example from noney 
but 21Ving it to all. 

| He 
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— to Expreſs all things Prop! ctically. 

He employs the true Laws of ſpeakine Prophetically, and 
ſhewing things to come, he knows by his own W :;'dam, fo t9 go- 
yern the ſpeaking of his Servants the Yrephers that prophetzcal 
things may h compar'd with propherical : Prophetical things in the Old- 
7 eſtament, with prephetical things in the New $ yen {5 he hath ta- 
ken care in all Spiritual Things in Ceneral, as the Apoſile 
ſ:ews at large, 1 Cow c. 2 That they may be (© cxpreigd, 
that Spiritual things may be compar'd wich Spiritual; Even fo 
that Prophetical Emblems, Figures, {comſms, Types, Numbers of Tune 
m the Old and Nen-Teſtament may be compar'd and co-ordina- 
red one with another ; that T hey as face to tace, or as Tally tro 
Tally may anſwer and agrec, the one to the attier; and may 
not be of any ſuch private Interpretation, as not to be ſearch'd 
into, or underſtood. He alto forcſaw there would be, and took 
care there ſhould be Monuments of clear, uu doubted, and Uni» 
verial Hiſtory, to correſpond with Prophecy, as Teltimonics of 
a mighty and powerful providence, that thould racifie it by e- 
vent; and that there ſhould be among all Nat:ons in their H:- 
ſterical Records witnefles thercunto., 

Navy, b:vond this,'by the Infinireneſs of the Divine Foreſight, 
the Holy Spirit hath choten our ſuch Words, as ſbould themſelves 
give great Light and Confirmation in the Explanation of Pro- 
phecy by their own Light; by falling in with the Words, 
made uſe of in the time of Events coming to pals. For the He- 
ly Spirit having a certain Foreſight of the Words that ſhould be 
at ary c:me ia genera! n{c, could point to them many Ages be- 
fore, for his own lervice in Prophecy; and being ſo pointed to, 
and coming 'ointo uſe, they make a very conſiderable Chara- 
&er to « {' iguiſh borh Times, and their juſt place in Prophecy. 
In the (nc manrer the Holy Spirit foreknew, what celebrated 
Rule or Number there would be found neceflary inany Age for 
the Adriſtmcnt and Menſuration of time to fuch purpoſes, as he 
had to remark unmoa in his Prophetical Frame; and when he is 
plcas'd to make any Alluſton to it, it is of fingular uſe to the Ex- 
plication and afſurance of Prophetical Time, and whercabout in 
Time wc are, by concerting one with another, »zy. One ſuch 
Note in Hiſtcry, and Event with ſuch its correſpondent Note in 
Prephicy ; many particulars in e:ch fort ot theſe (ha!l after be rc- 
markcd, and thcy'll plainly ſkew, that Prophecy was not inten- 
ded, nor delignd for lecrecy, and reſe.ve trom All Interpreta- 
ton, 
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Now in all theſe Particulars I uſe the Word Foreknew, or 
Forcſaw; toavoid any diſpute pn the Word Forc-ordered, which 
elſe 1 altogether preter, 

God therefore in ſcorn to the Dark Oracles of the Devil, as 
wel; as tothe Black Dzns and Caves,ourt of which he gave them, 
ſays thuz; Efay 45. 19. 1 have not ſpoken in ſecret. in a dark place of 
the earth ;, T jarl not unto the ſeed of Jacob, ſeek ye my face in wain, 
viz. my Counſel and Will in Prophecy, as they that leck to the 
{hls of the Heathen, For I the Lord ſpeak Righteouſneſs, I declare 
the things that ar? Right , Right in Regard of Infinite Under- 
Randing and Fore knaowledg of all Events; I ſpeak Things 
That are All plain to ſim that Underſtand?th, ana Right to them 
that find Knowledg. 

It cannot be ſupoſed, that the Divine Spirit can have 2y 
neceſſity upon him to ſpeak Darkly, or Ambiguouſly concerning 
things to come, if he pleale to ipeak at all of them; asun- 
doubtedly he hath becn pleaied to ſpeak of them; or that in 
thit Rega'd Prophecy of Scripture ſhould b: of any reſcry'd, or 
ſecret Interpretatton ; For all things, however io come, arc fo 
Open and Naked before him, with whom we have to do, that 
he need not Darken Counſel by words without Knowleds, euher, as 
they do, who know not Themſelves,nor Underſtand ; and ſo cannot be- 
get Knowledg in other: ; Or that would deceive, For he knows 
All,ſo as to ſpeak plainly, clearly. certainly, concerning Them; 
He underſtands them fully, the certainty of their coming to 
paſs : He is neither Neſcient, nor Doubttul concerning any 
Thing, or the Manner, or the T ime of irs comming to pal: ; 
and therefore, how long ſoever he ſpeaks of them before han:! , 
yct he needs not [o to ſpeak, as to hide himſelf in his Proph:cy 
concerning Them; or icek Subter- fuges, or Ambi Dextrous ex- 
preſi.ns concerning Them any morc, nor fo much as any 
Other tHe, that looks moſt downright on things preſent ;, For as 
Darkneſs and Light arc all one to the Father of Lizhts, fo Yeſterday 
and 1, Day are all one to him, who Inhabits Eternity, and who 2s 
without any Variation, or Shaddow of Turning 

All tic Things are ſo undoubredly ccrtain, fo Univerſally 
Apreed, and Acknowledg'd, that altho they themſeives make 
a High Argument in tht> poigc; yct They need no Prot, bc 
Require only to be Magnified, Diſplayed. and Illultratca, 


Argi:m. 2. Any Author. or Writer that can Writc 5 
and who doc, indecd Write Scuſc. and Write: with twin 
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Largeneſs, and Diffuliveneſs of that his Senſe, and docs declare 
He would be Hcard, and Read ; and would have the Minds 
that have Wiſdom, Exerciſe themſelve; upon what is Written ; 
ct him wrap up his Mind, and Senſe in ſuch Figures, that 
none bur the Wiſe, and Contidering ſhould find out his mean- 
ing, and let it but be, that he accordingly hath Framed his 
D.iicourſe; whenever ſuch a Writer gives out, and makes 
publick ſuch a Writing; he thereby puts it und.r the Domini- 
on of every Oac, that is Wiſe and Sagacious, and who will 
allow the I ime, and Though:, that is neceſſary to make ſuch 
Obſervation and Compare ot the Hints, and Remarks that can- 
not be Avoided in Rational and Coherent Diſcourſe ; however 
 Involy'd in Symbol; and Figures ; by which the Senſe and 
Meaning may be Underſtood, and Found our. 

But now it is on cone ſide moſt True,that None, as the Divine 
Spiric can Write Higheſt Truth, and of Stupendious Signift- 
cancy, and Coherence ; and yet Veil, and Hidc it fo, as that 
it ſhould be impoſſible to find it out, but remain peric&t Myſtery, 
till the time of Revcaling it ſhould come, if he pleaſed 1o to 
have it ; But then on the other hand, none, a+ te can Write in 
Figures, and under Veils, and yct fo mix the Lights, and the 
Shades, if he pleaſe to have it fo ; that the Minds, that haze 
IWiſdom ſhall find Light Ariting, and Springing out in Taking 
heed to the ſure Word of Prophecy + And if They are Inclin'd and 
ſtirr'd up, to ſeparate Themſe ves to Intermiddle with this 1Fijdom. it 
cannot be, bur cth:y muſt make great Diſcoveries ; If rhcy faith- 
fully attecnd and lav the parts one io anori er, and it be the 
will of that Ho!y Spirit or Prophecy, thcy ſhould do fo. 

Now that it i+ hi. Pleaſur-, They ſhould do fo, is mace 
kaown by the ''cry Writing, and Publication of Prephecy . and 
no Prohibition of Scarchin? it; a» alſo by the obligation, 
that lics upon all, when he Wric's to obſcrye, and uvederitand. 
(T his is duc in Mcafure to every Jate)lig-nt,and Worthy Wr:- 
ter, but without Meatlre to hizthe Spirits Writing) It 15 xnown 
ro be his pleefirc; Breaule rhere i5 a General Co mand to 


Search the Soritrie 4 Becaule All Setjture bo oven tr Tofroration of 
Gerd, 20d i Froitable, aud there 1: 19 Joter: tt onpon Pre be) 3 
G the fcarcinnor Liantation, a: tothe Pr hraionehs bet xnown 
to be hb pieaturc. concerting Po orcy, BY io it 35 fat by on 
! ord with Reiaticn to Wh Propoecy or Dow: 1. bin that #4 
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written, as in Golden Lerers on the Portal of the Revelation , 
Bleſſed is he that Readeth, and they that hear the words of the Pro- 
phecy of this Buck, which muſt needs imply with Underſtand- 
ing; Becauſe 1. i; the Epiphonema, the Burden of every Epiſtle 
of it; Hethat hath an Ear, let him hear. 

Aud if ito: thu, then all the Locking up the Mind of the 
Holy 8 it of Prophecy is, that he may reſerve the Sccrers of it 
{or rhe pecaliar Friends (I ſay not of his zord in general) bur 
of hi, Prepbetich Tords and that they may whet up the ſharpeſt 
Ex_:cile of their Power; of Underſtanding to find the Golden 
Tachs:, and Couplings; and one Part of Prophecy may be 
joyn'd to Annther, and the whole peice be under view in all its 
Frame, and Contexture, 

As ſoon as ever therefore, the Holy Spirit hath once Publiſt'd, 
and Expo/d hi; Prophz1ic Writings, and thereby, and therein 
Afiix'd them to the Pillars of che Temple ; They are by his Grace 
made the Right of his Servants to ſearch into, and ro Under- 
ſtand ; For rhey then ceafe ro be the Secret Things that Belong to 
God ; But they being Reveal'd, become thoſe that Belong to us, and 
to-our Children ; we enter into that Priviledg of the Iſrael of Ged, 
T5 us belong the Oracles / God every (ſervant of God, that hath 
his Heart [t:rred up, bath very good Right to ſearch, and his ſearch 
is no Sacrileds, nor ſhall be 1mputed to him, as Curiolity, or 
preſumption ; lt is 2i- Kight ro Search, even as among Men, it 
15 no Violation to Inquire into the Senſe of any Author, offer- 
ing himſelf to the Pabiick; and there is greater Encourage- 
ment in- Searching the jure Word of Prophecy than in Scarching 
any other Author, or Writing, as 15 next to be ſpoken. 


Arzum, 3. 1 Argus from the Infinite Grace of the Divine Spi- 
rit, that az he hath Given to Man a ſearching Mind aftcr all 
Knowlcdg, ſo he would not give any part of Scripture, as a 
Torment of wiſe Inquiſttive Perſons , but give the Key of 
7.nowieds to Them ; and that he will, as the Spirit of Truth 
fo Lead wito All Truth, and ſhew his Servants Things to Come, with 
tuch Uprigh:nefs, Faithtulne(s, and Sincerity ; that there ſhall 
ve no more Secreiy, or privacy in the Interpretation of Frephecy, 
than is neceſſary according to the Law ,He knows Jult,ani Dur; 
and which he hath himſclt weigh'd our, as ſo Juit, and Duc to 
Prophetick Oracles ;, even as in Ail other parts or Scripture, he 
1ath in Infinite Wiſdom, as be weighed ou the Mountains in Scales, 
and the Hil's in a Ballance, fo proportion'd to every gy te 
crip- 
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Scripture-Truth irs Exa&t meaſure of clearneſs of Revelation, 
and fo conſequently of Interpretation ; the moſt neceſſary are the 
moſt plain ; and yet there are Truths of the Grace of God 
ireedly Juſlifying, and Accepting ſinners in Chriſt, that call for 
ihe moſt Quicken'd, and Awaken'd Faculties, for the /nterpre- 
ration of them; as alſo concerning the inward Operations of the 
Grace of God in the Hearts of Men; and yet in all Theſe, and 
fuch as Theſe, The Holy Spirit hath Wiſely, and Holyly Given 
out his Oracles in a moſt Righteous Scale, between the Excel- 
lency of the Truth he Reveals, and the Exerciſe he knows ne- 
celſary tothe Mind of Man in Searching out the /nterpretation; 
and ſo hath made the Manifeſtation mgre Ligtſome, or Requir- 
ing Cloſer Attendance ; And thus in Prophecy according to the 
Vehemency of Search ard Enquiry he hath thought fir, he 
{12th Diſpenſed. This doth nor make it]yet Private Interpretation ; 
becauſe there are ſuch Lines of Communication between part, 
and part, Emblem and Emblem, number of Time, and number of 
Time; berween words in Prophecy, and words uſed in the Time of 
Prophecy Fullfill'd; between Rules of T ime in Prophecy and celc- 
brated Rules of Time among Men in Prophecy FulfilFd; berwcen 
Frophecy, and Univerſal Hiſtory, that all may be made Plain. 

But beyond All this, Interpretation of Prophecy is not Private, 
becauſe The Spirit of Prophecy, who Knowes it, becauſe he gave it; 
Even that Bleſſed Publick Spirit of Wiſdom, Truth, Scripture, is pre- 
{rut to Aſſiſt his Servants, Searching into Prophecy, Leading them 
into the Treaſures of it: Springing T houghts into them all of 
the Sadden, Bringing Things to their Remembrance, that elſe 
wetld not have come the:c; and fo Enabling them to Match, 
and Enterweave All thoſe Foremention'd Indentings cne with 
another ; and thereby railing in them Afſurances, equal ro De» 
monſtration. 

He allo forc;:aw, what Humble Enquirers into theſe Things 
he would ſtir up and Aſſiſt in every Time, and what meaſures 
of Afitance he would Allow them; Ard yet, this does not 
make 7uerpretation Private to ſuch perſons apart , becauſe ſuch 
Acceſſcs to All the Means of Interpretation, and to thoſe Afſilt- 
ances of the Spirit are free and open to one, as well as another; 
and what is given in [nterpretation to any one. ought to be 
freely Communicated, and in the Reafens ar.d Grounds of it, 
Ir lies open to A'l: And they who ate thu: Aﬀilted, are nor 
Aſfiſted for Themſelves oniy, but a+ Light: ſet on an Kill, rhar 
they may not be Hd, 

Now 
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Now this Aſſiſtance of that Bleſſed Spirit, as a Spirit Grac:- 
oully preſent to the Searchers into Prophecy, is an Encouragement 
beyond what any Author in the World can give to them, who 
ſearch into their Writings; For who as he, can be ſo always 

reſent to the Minds, and Underſtandings of Thoſe , who 

cad, and Medicate upon them ? Who, as he can Recompenle 
the Love Reverence and Diligence of thoſe, who wait upon 
Him : Who can, as he Prompt ro Them, ſummon to their 
Memory; keep them in Doubt, and fo urge them to further 
Enquiries, refreſh their Reſearches, and ſo make Things fur- 
ther known to Them ? ſo ſettle, confirm, and aſſure I hem, 
that they may know the Certainty of the Words of Truth ? 

This is an undeniable Priviledg, and Ground of Hope to 
All, who ſet Themſelves by Prayer, D-fire and Humble En- 
deayours to Scarch, and folcek out the Miſteries of Wiſdom 
to be found out in the Book of Prophecy ; why then ſhould it be 
Thought a Hopeleſs Undertaking, or an Incredible Thing that 
any one ſhould be ſo Afſilted, that doth Humbly Profels, he 
hath ſv waitcd upon God in his Word 2 Or that That Key 
| Prepbetica! Knowledg ſhould be vouckſated t ſuch a one,when 
{o gracious Afitances are Promiſed from and by the Divine 
Spit, the Publick Spirit of Prophecy, and irs Interpretation ? 


Now A!l thisI have Diſcourſed in General, ! would part:- 
cularly Argue concerning Prophetick Time, and by an Argument 
moſt peculiar to it} 

For not only in general, If Al! and Every Prophecy be Conſti- 
tated of a not private Interpretation, then not Prophecies by Num- 
hers defining Time to the Kingdom of Chrit , For as hath been 
:aid, it All Scripture, as the Apoſtle Paul ſays, be of Divine Inſpi- 
ration, T hen Frophecy ; So if All Prophecy be not of Private Interpreta- 
:10n,then not that very particular Part of Prophecy,which Det ne: 
Timc ; And as Prophecy is ſo excellent a part of Scripture, fo ti;: 
Numbers Defining T ime are an excellent parc of Prophecy, and 
therefore cannot be of private [uterpretation, if Prophecy be not 
ſo ; For everyGeneral includes all, eſpecially chicfeſt Particulars, 

Bur I ſhall further Argue with a Peculiar ReſpeR to the Fro- 
phetick Numbers of Time, that they of any cannot be of Private 
Interpreta'ion ; For Number, Weight and Meaſure are Things of 
ſo great ExaQtneſs, that the whole Communication of the 
World Lepends upon them; and Scripture puts upon them 
great Honour alſo, requiritig above all, that they be Exadt ; 
as 
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as the Rules of all Enter-Courſe ; Now therefore when Scripture 
takes Number and Meaſures of Time into ir ſelf; if theſe 
are not well underſtood, how can they be ſuch Standards of En- 
ter-courſe > Seeing then Prophecy hath ſo many Numbers 2 300 
Eves, Morns ; Time, Times, Half a Time; 1299 Days ; 1335 Days 
inDaniel;1 260 Days with Time,Times, Half a 1ime,Three Days and an 
Half 3 and 42 Months 2 Times mentioned in the Revel. if theſe 
Numbers, that ſo evidently ſpeak a Fitncis four Calculation of 
Time with greatcſt ExaQneſs ; If theſe by a due Search and 

mpare one with another cannot be underſtood ; what ſpaces 
of Time they D. fine, when they begin, and when they End; 
They of all the Points of Prophecy, tho they carry the Face, 
and Appearance of Greateſt Significancy, yet would be indeed 
of all the moſt Infignificant, Now ſceing an Infignificancy in 
the Higheſt Points of Signification can by no means te imputed 
to the Wiſe, and Holy Spirit of Prophecy ; 1 conclude, that even 
theſe Prophetick Numbers in a peculiar, and Eminent Manner, 
may be underſtood, both what ſpace of Time they Emenſuratcy 
or Line out to us, and alſo when they Begin, and when they 
m_ and fo I have finiſhed the Firſt Head of Diſcourie I pro- 
poſed, 


1 come now therefore to the Sccond Head propoſed, to give 
Anſwers to the great Objeftions, that are Levycd againſt this 
Propoſition, »iz, T hat All, and every Prophecy of Scripture is not 
of Private, or Reſer/d, but Publick, Free and open Interpretati- 
on, 


Objeft. 1. If Prephecy of Scripture be of ſo Fiee, Pub'ick and 
Unreſerv'd Interpretation, how comes it to pals, that ſo few haye 
ſo much, as Attempted the Books of Prophecy, that Fore-tell 


Great Events, and the Timesof Them ? Yea, that Moſt judg. 
it ſo Unpreſumable an Undertaking, as to Rejett all Interpreta- 


tions of Damel, and the Revelation, that Debate T hings throvgh- 
ly to their utmoſt point and luc ; and that ſearch what, or 
what manner of Time is ſignified by the Spiricin them ; or is 
more, than by way of ordinary Comment, as if «ey werethe 
Performances of only Fanatical, and Imaginative Men; and 
upon the Evidence but of !uch an Endeayour, condemn them 
immediatcly as ſuch, . 


An}, 
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Anf. Let God be True, and every Man a Lyar ; Now God hath 
ſaid Every Prophecy of Scripture is ſo Deſcended, that it is not of 
Private Interpretation; that they dowell, who attend to the Lighe 
of ir, ſhining as ina Dark place, and fo Enlightning it ; if then it 
were Dark itſelf, how ſhould ic enlighten a Dark Place ; for ic 
would bz Dark to Dark, which increales Darkneſs ſtill ; what- 
{oever enlighrens, mult be ir ſelf Light, This main Truth 
ought therefore at all times to remain Stable, and Firm. 

Che immediate Cauſe therefore of this ſo general prejudice 
againſt ſearch into Prophecy, however Coloured over with Mo- 
deity and Rererence of Divine Myiterics,and ſecrets, into which 
Men pretend they would not Pry, are theſe. 


1, There is ſo great a Darkneſs upon the preſent ſtate, that 
though the Li:ht Shines in it, yet it, as Darkneſs, comprehends 
at the Light of Prophecy ſhining upon it. 

2. Hence, as Men in the Dark, they are Afraid of every ap- 
pearance of Difficulty ; They ſay concerning All Interpretation 
of Prophecy, Tizre is a Lyon in the way, It is as the Sons of Anak 
rothem, that cannot be Encounter'd, and as the /Valls thar 
cannot be Scaled 3 fo difficult and unintelligible is Prophecy, that 
;t cannot be [nterprete4; It is as a Sealed Bock, the Learned cannot 
Read, becauſe Sealcd; nor the unlearned, becauſe not Learned 3 

3. How many are they, who are afraid of the very Light 
it (clf £ what Prophzcy Reveals, is ſo contrary to the State they 
are in,that they are, as the Expreſſion is in Zob, upon all appear- 
ance of fuch Lizht, as ir were ig the Terrors of the ſhaddow of Death; 
The Aſpect of Prophecy upon both the Civil and Ecclefialtick 
Stare of the preſent World is moſt Terrible, eſpecially, when ir 
come: to the Determination of Time, asnear : Thusthe Lord 
makes Fooliſh the Wiſdom of the Wiſe, &c. Efay 28. that they 
cafinot endure it, and ſo hate the Light, and will nor come to it, 
{caſt cheir Stare ſhould be Reproved and Shaken; and are An- 
ory, that ſuch a Light ſhould be flaſhed in their Faces, 

But theſe are only che next, or ſecond Cauſes, there is a high- 
cr jadiciary Cauſe, that ſways Righteouſly, and Holily ; and 
yet fo, as Permitting, and leaving Men to themſelves ; even this; 
Thar Becauſe men do nor like to attend tv the ſure Yordof Prophe- 
. Cy, God gives them "Þ to this Culpable Cauſe, and Reaſon, 


$1198 of all rhe Injudicieuſneſes concerning the meaning of Prophecy and 


Prepolſcſions againſt the nterpretation of it, as if it were pri- 
vate, and Reſcry'd ; and thus that his Wiſe, and Juſt parperd 
ou 
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purpoſe ſhould be fulfilled 3 that tbe dark place ftould bea dork 
place flif, while the Apefta: y (huuld, according to rhe Oath of Craft 
for Time, Times and ba'f Time contnum; _ till ehe Day dawy, 
and the Day- Star ariſe in mens hearts; and yet no Excenragramnt, ar 
R»/ineſs miniſtred to it, that it micht continue fo Pat without 
CreatSin, And 1ndeed,thovgh the faulty C auſc ot all this be the zot 
Ke eiving the Truth in the Love of it ; (on which Gcd gives up the 
- Foftacy to rong Deluſtons, and to Llieve a Lye ;) ard becaule of 
the Fey, and Small Things he hath againſt his Swfering Churches 
of Pergamius ard Thy tyra; and the Sardian State of the Kefermation, 
that hath a Name to Live, ard yet © dead; Upon all thele Ace» 
counts Prophecy is {o httle underſtocd ; ſaving the Glimmerings 
of Light given by a very Few, arid thole very Little Accepta» 

le Interpreters, that do inlighten, and ſhew by a Little, how 
this dark place would te ivl ghtred by raking heed to the Swre 
Word of Prophecy. But 1 am about to lay, it Prophecy were as 
Fully and Truly Interpreted, as the Publickneſs of its Conſtitution 
for Interpretation, wcu:d giie Leaveto; it would eipecially now {0 
near the Eng, fo ivl g; tea the dark placey that there wou!d be no 
Room f. und for the Darkneſs of the Ap ſtacy, but it rwoald fly away 
like S» 14-s of the N:ght at the Morning Appeararce. B: rt as the 
Aroitic lays, God h.th wncluded all wnder Sim, fo under the Aps- 
Aacy, cither in Full, as in the Antichriſtian World ; or in Part, as 
in the Reforma(io-Purt, that in bis own Time he might have mer- 
(y pon All, Oh the Heighth and Depth f the Kithes of both the 
IW:ſlom av.d Krrow!dge of Col! How wnjearchable are his paths, 
#"/i hx ways paſt finding out! Fcr of him and by him are all things, 
»*70 hb: be glory for ev:r, 


2. The Diſigreement ame ng the Interpreters of Prophecy, and 
more particularly, the Great M:Rakes they, have fallen tuto in 
rot of Time. leems a more frrmidabid Otetiin againſt the 
Freenels ar d Publ ckie's of the Interpretaticn if Prophecy z ard 
m ſt -s to Time, ror wheo Wiſe, Learred, Sagac'ous, and vc- 
!y D:liget;ty Zeal us, a»d Holy Pcrſons have ſet ih: mſelves to 
inquire, a d tid out the Mind of the Spire, ai:d have not 
found 't, tur | ave difagre:d among rhemlclyes; ard fo ome 
m-{ bs in miſtakes; For they cave ditfer, ard all be in the 
K g4:; Thrisis much more avainſt rhe Trterpretation of Prophecy, 
C101 0t 777 ty thar it rene had aitzmptcd: For were it not 
u der Ree ve, why have tity rot been n,ore ſuccebful in find- 
(ng, rat lt.velotiyec, ard put ticmiclycs forth tothe utmolt 
erg, H Anſw, 


I 
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Anſw, 1. We ought to be yery wary to urge cither Miſlakes 
or Differences of Interpreters, in interpreting Proj hecy of Scripture, 
leſt we ſhut our ſelyes our of all Interpretation of Scripture in Ge- 
neral ; yea, even out of Great Points of Faith, and Trnth of 
the Goſpel ; Recauſe in all theſe there are Great Differ-nces of 
Explication ; and therefore Miſtakes on ſome fide : E1ld we 
theretore Reaſon, Theſe are fo Dark and Reſcry'd as ret 10 be 
medled with ? This would be an high Diſhoour to our Chr iti- 
an Profeſhon ; Let us much rather make our Atter:dances to Rea- 
ding and Meditation, more Inward, Conſtant, $.-rious, Deep, 
Humble, with more carneſt Supplications for Divine Afliſtance, 
and Free Gommunications of his Sp'rit, the Author of al;/Knov!ci'p 
in the Truths making wiſe ts Salvation, and fo in Interpretation of 
Projhery. 


Aiiſw. 2, Whenſorver Any have fallen ſhore, or arc miſtaken 
in the Interpretarion of Prophecy, we mult conclude there was a 
want of Due Attendance; and God Lift even Cood Mcn aud 
his Servants {o to themſelves, that they have mily'd in what they 
have ſeem'd to themſelves, or even to others, to have attain'd. But 
in the mean time nothihg is to be charg'd upon Prophecy of Scrip. 
ture, Or the Nature and Corfitution of it as to Interpretation ; as it 
it were dark and incertain, and we could nere be lure whether 
we had it aright or not, 1o contrary to the Apoſtics Dudtrine 
concerning it; For as no Weakneſs or Indilpolition of the Fye, 
or Diladvar tage in Avenues. or Ertrances of Light, are ro be 
ciarg'd on the Light it ſe!t ; ſo none of the Hullucinatins v7 0- 
ver-fights, cr Stumbies 'of the Interpreters of Prophe'y, arc c» be 
imputed fo much to the Difficalty of Interpretation of it, as in it 
;e.f; but ro our Dallnets of fight, or hear:ng, what the Spirar hath 
therein ſd to the Churches. Nor is any one therefore to bs dil- 
couraged, but onlv cautioned, not tobe high 1i4ided, but to fear 
Even as the many Milcarriages in perlons ſeeking Eternal Hap} i- 
nef:. (ould not deter us from walking in the way of Liſe, but ob- 
lige usto do it with an hoy tar and trembling, let we ſhould fo 
much as ſeem to fall hort, 


Objef. 3, It will be {aid, It istrue, Nothing 's to be laid to the 
charge ot Prophecy it ſclt, or to the Conſtitution of it for ſuch Inter- 
rretation, as God intended for it, But it ray bence te collected, 
God intended Prophecies ſhould tc kept {{crer, until cither they 
thal! be opencd in fuch a glorious itat? of the Church,as is Mar 
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by the Kingdow of Chriſt, or till each Prophecy ſball be fullilled 
or, at leaſtytill as near the Time of fallfillng, as it was when Danie! 
by Beoks underſtood concerning the End of the Seyenty Years Cap- 
tivity. 


Anſw. 1. Nothing of what is mentioned in this 0lj-4i will 
ſati>fy what the 4pgie Peter hath here affirme3 ; For that Priphecs 
ſhould be a Light frining in a dark place, carr by no moans be ac- 
commodated to the ſt zte of the Kmgdom of Chr.f: Tirot cod nor 
be ſtyl'd by the ApoRtle a dark Flace; alihough it is mot 1 ru-, 
Prophecy ſhall lye open, as a Volume, moſt c|catly ard tully un- 
derſtoud, in ho Hall Cas| may lay) of that Palace of the King- 
dom ; but not as in a dark face, bit as Light un'ting with 
Light, unto perfc& Brightneſs; Then ic is the Dy ſhall dawn, 
and the Day-ſftar ſrine in the very Heares of all the S:ryants of 
Chriſt, and the Light of ove Day be a5 the Light of ſeven. 

Nor can the 4p-ſtles ſenſe be made good by Prophecy beir g vr.- 
derſtood, when tulifiiled : For indecd the Diſputcs are as Great 
concernirg the Time, at which Prophecies, th:t undonbiedly Fave 
been long ago fulfilled, were fullfilled as cor c:rning Prophecies yer 


tobe ful/illed. And thovgh it may well be allowed, that therss. 


have been fome Bruits and Noiies of the Things forc'ol4 by Pro- 
phecy, that they were coming to pals at the time they did come to 
pals; yet there are Two I hings evidently intended by the A4poſt/c 
as the Great Scope and Endof his Diſcourſe, much to ke confider- 


" by all that wuuid fiad th: Purpoſe ot the Holy Spirit by 
im. 


I- That there is one G/rious Day, and Day-Stur to break out 
and ſhine inthe Wor!d ;, which is the Great Point at which Prophecy 
aims, and into which it ſhall unice, as a Leſier Light with a Great- 
ery and more Gloriow : which is indeed the Kingdom of Chrilt , 
and to which the Apo{te had reſpett, as is to be ſhewn throughovt 
this Epiſtle, This is that Time of the Reſtitution of At Things, of 
which all the Proph-ts have ſpoken, inthe World tern, as that 
ſame Ape Perry (poke. Ats 3.21. This is the Myt-ry to be fulfilled, 


:S5Fe hun ſpoken, or Evangelized, as Happieſt TyGinrs, by At 


bs Sirvants the Proj bets 3 Rev.19.7. Pro;hecy is 1hertcfore a Light 
Tir giill ther, aud guiding to the Time when i: isto begin, and 
$252 1a 15 1n Oar with it, as the forepatr'd Scriptures ſhew | 


2. There 
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2. Tha isa very particular dark place, that Proj ber y ſhines as a 
Light in, t{llehcn; and it isindz<d the whole Time frem the Dey 
of the Kmgdom of Chrift at his Reſurreftien and 4fſcen/ion, ti)) it 
dawns and rijesas a Day-ſtar ; butit is yet more particularly the 
Time and State of the A4poſtzry, which is as a Smoak darkning the 
Air, evev the wivle State of Chriſtianity in the very Heavens 
of it. Prophecs (hives thereto'e as a Light in a dark place, giving, 
Alltrance « f, and ({kcwing the Time of that Day; and Day-Star 
&mnng up2u the World; till it ſhall Nluminate into the very 
Heart, with its mighty Jafluerces and Beams of Glory. 


041, 4. I. isto be further vrg'd, If the Time of this Kingdom 
and Gy be not generally known, and agreed upon, itcan do but 
litth S.1vice tor the Inlighrning the dark place of rhe Apotacy z and 
that we do nethrnd it hath been ,, ard it Prophery be not in itsown 
Coifticution of private Interpretation, yet it it hath Evcntually 
proved {o, how isthe Light of it ſcen ? 


Anfw. 1, It is very agreeable to the Wildom and Glory of 
God, that the Fountains of Truth ſhould be running, and the 
Lots ct it ſhining, thovgh the Streams and Rays are not recei- 
vo, nor have their kindly Ef:& ; asthe Evangevit John lays, The 
L'ghte hineth in darkrefs, though the darkneſs comprehend it not. G'd 
/ ft not h1mſelf without Witneſs among the Heathen, theugh we 
xnow of Few who received the T-timonv, Afts 14,17. How many 
Larc the Cofpel-Light without its proper laving LHR ! 


Arſw. 2. There hath been a {rn ge Collincation, or Level- 
ling, and Aiming of the Servaniso!: God ujon the Yeats of this 
Laſt Part ot this S{-ntcenth Cenwry, tor the Glory of Chrif's 
Frnod'm; atd bifides ſore Later, a Prophecy fourd in the Stady 
of Fuſtrs Iz: fins trankeriv'd into the Pri foce of Dr. Mayer, to the 
Volume of his Inerpretation cn the P-0j hets Great an! Small, is 
ptpencicular on the Year Ninety E ghr, in ſuch 2 Largvage as 
»#aks -t-tis teeun, and in their Courſe as at Nincty Seven, 
as ſhall Aprear io a ſtort Apnendix to this Treatite, 

Fu to All tar hath bcen ſai, it may be adocd, in fati ation 

the Pri-cipal Ol ARiun that lvppolcs 2 r0; hery heti nor been 
u. Cerftood thi tul'fiild. It is vaty piains we canrot gic aa CT- 
in Acconut what Light Ged may nave £ ven his Sciv; ors into 
? 3 hey 1 ants Tim's He pave Aeuh the Ix & Time cf an 
| nic and Twenty Yeats bcfore tic Fro; io abrabam Dy 

LUN- 
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Hundred years from the Time ofthat Oracle to his ſeed Return- 
ing from the Egyptian Nation, after God had Zudg'd them ; Till 
which time They were under that oppreſſion ; According to 
which Moſes very Probably thought, His brethren would have 
underſlood,God would deliver his people by his hand, Becauſe it grew 
ſo near the time, and Moſes was a perſon ſo ſignalized by God 
in his miraculous preſervation, and his having the offer of be- 
ing called the Son cf Pharoahs daughter, and yct Refuſing that Glit- 
tering Honour,as mark'd outby God for much Highergviz.In the 
deliverance of his Fectle, with whom ke Choſe to ſuffer Aﬀiiticn rather 
then to enjoy the picaſures of Jin for a ſeaſon. Ot all which I have 
no doubt, He had the notices from the four hundred years, 
He knew were Given to £braham;The Children of TJachar were 
mengthat had Knowledgezand underſtanding of Times,and Knew what 
Iſrael ought to Do, 1Chron. 12.32, And undoubcedly fome Oracular In- 
ſtrutions they had Joyn'd with Zacobs Prophecy, by which they 
knew, Judabs being a Royal Tribe, and that the Lyon of the Tribe 
was the Emblem of it, even tijl Chriſt, the Lyon indeed of 
it ; and they CollcAed Davids Royalty ſhould then begin ; Dantel 
wnderſicod by Books, not oncly the Bock of the Prophet Zeremy ; 
Fur ( as we may very Reaſonably ſrppoſe) by the Books 
of other Servants of God, that Kept, or Searched Records 
of Timcs, according to Feremzes Prophecy ; I doubt nor, 
Simeon Wanted for the Conſolation of Iſrael according to Damels Se. 
venty IVecks, What Light God gave to his ſervants in the Firſt 
times of Cliriltianity, we have not ſuch cerrain accounts as 
might be delircd 2 Bur as it is reported to us by Eccleſtaſtick Hiſto- 
ry, |. was forctold of Julian, he was Nubecula cito Tranſutura, a 
Ciuud that would f.on vaniſh, Bur this I am ſure was according to 
Prophecy, that Sathan being caſt down by the change of the Pagan 
E1.pre to the Chriſtian Empire , After Conſiantine there could be 
in the Kyman Empire no place found for kim any more, of continu- 
ance in its Hcaven (though ſome ſhort Attemprs there might be, 
as of Julian, Eugenius, Argobaſtes, Maximus) in his Pagan Su- 
premecy; altho under tie Name of Chrilt,as ic were in his Righe, 
aad as the Vicar of the Fifth Monarchy «t him the Manly Birth 
o!13 the Thong, Satan crept in as an underminer, and in the Ani- 
C/riſ.ian Supremacy He hath a Throne as 6u Earth; whether 
therclore the Speaker had bis Ground it feif in Pro- 
tbc, The thing it (elf had ; and it could not be otherwiſe, 
but that the Empire of an Hpiſlare to Pazaniſm muſt be very 


Sheri, cy n :$ of a Prince rclapſing to Pepery in theſe Nations. ; 
I l 
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It was the buſineſs of Anti-Chriſhaniſm to ſuppreſs the Inter- 
pretation of Prophecy, that had fo dreadful an Afpet upon it ſelf, 
as much as it could ; yet the common Fame and Eruic of Anti- 
Chriſts coming was ſpread far and near, when the Chriſtian 
Empire, which was the Let, according to The. 2, c. 2. was taken 
out of the wav; the joynt being fa Natural berween the Chriſtian 
Ceaſing, ani tlie .7:t-Ch::!1724 Beginning ro ſupplant, having fo 
much of the Name Chriſtzan., 

The Voicing the Papacy to be that Antichriſt lifting up him- 
f-If above what ever was called Sebaſt or Auguſt; as hc did about 
that Time; was hcard all along from thertime of Petrus Waldo, 
till the Reformation ; and fince th? Reformation how many Emi- 
nent Servants of Criſt have Labour d with ſucceſs in the Inter- 
pretation of Prophecy, notwithſtanding ſome particular miltakcs ; 
with whom | humbly, joya my felt a Felbp Labgurer, and one 
that hath taken part of their Labour, an. now the Fields are white 
unto the Harv2jt, when many others ſhall enter into our Lalours 
xccordins 40 that ſaying, One ſoweth, and another Reap:th ; and yet 
be that Reapeth, ſhall yet receive wa-es unto Life Eternal ; jo that they 
rho have ſorn, and they that reap, may Kepyce together. 

And indeed, the Time is now fo near, that whatever In- 
Auence, T har nearncfs may be hop'd to have upon Interpretation 
Prophecy according to TIrath I may humbly hope tor; Fr tho 
the Time of Daniels public Interpretation upon the Seventy Years, 
was ncarcr t9 their End; vert the Time of his underſtand- 
ing was undoubtedly cariyer ; The Time of his Proz-zcy was 
deligned to be cloſe upon the very end cf the S-venty Vears,and 
that fo foilemn Prayer, f.r cltz it is Evident, The Time cf his 
prayin: ms every Day, towards the Deſolations cf Jeruſalem, with 
bis IPinly7s open'd Taree Tim?s, with toreltzht of the very time, 

Seeing then the vey Time of Ninety Seven, | have now tor 
ſome year-pir h'd upon, as the very T ime, when th © Deſolati- 
,ns of the Saittuary ſhall be Accompliſhed, and the Kingdom of Chr:jt 
be in Succe/-3 , of which I find day'y new. Confirmations, and 
Alfurances, as the Time Approacneth ; Therefore | hope 1 
ſhall be E4'/cd, and many Servant» of God with meyto ſet our 
ſelves dayly by Supplication, and Prayer, and /6 much the more, as 
re ſee the Day appreachins, 


Obj. 1. It may b2 ſaid, what is the Good, or Advantage of 
Knowing the Secrets of Prophecy, or the Times more cſpecia!ly 
Defined by itz haye we not fuch plain DoArincs and Rules of 
Scriptuic 
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Scripture, that are eyery way ſufficient to take up our Time, 
and Thoughts, that are more ſure, and certain in their ten- 
dency to God, and have leſs of Scruple and Diſpute in-their 
Senſe, and Importance 2 


Anſ. 1. Whatſoever is vouchſafed to us by God, as a Mani- 
feſtation of, and Revelation from himfelf to us in his Word ; 
not to regard, receive, and improve it, is in the >cripture 
Phraſe, a wearying of God, Iſa, 7. Ahaz made a fair and plauſible 
Prerence of "ruſting God without a Sign, when God to Gra- 
tiouſly otfered ir to him; he ſaid, He would not Tempt God, and 
yet this his Refuſal was called a wearying of God; Gud under- 
ſtanding much better what is necefſary tor ns, and to our ad- 
Vantage, than we do our ſelves; and it h: hath given us a 
Rule of Times, it will be found to be our great Sin, and 
Neglect, if we do not ſearch, and enquire, every one in our 
places, Hihat of the Nizkt, and alſo how ncar the Mornins ts 
Comming. Etay, 21. 11. 


Anſe 2, L*t vs asx what Good it was to Noah, that God told 
him, T he Ol4 Word ſhould have only the Repricve of an hun- 
dred and I wenty years before the Flood * What Good was it 
to Abraham, when God told him, It ſhonid be Four Hundred 
years, crc his Seed ſhould be brought back? What Good was it 
ro the Church of the Fews to be aflured, the Babyloniſh captivity 
ſhould be but Seventy VYeeks, and that there ſhould be but Seven- 
ty weeks of years from the fuil Relioring Zeruſalem, to the com- 
ming of Mzſſiah? Such as was tne Good oi theſe Manifeſtations 
to the Servants of God; ſuch is the good, char arites from the 
Knowledg of Time, Times, ana 'Haif Time, the 1250, 1292, 
an:{ 1335 daysof years, given as the mcature of tlic Antichre- 
ſtian Times; as the Mcaſure of the Preparation for the Kingdom 
of Cbrift, till the Glory of ir; fuch is the Knowledg of the 2309 
Eves, Murns from the Babylaniſh Capttvity ending, to the Juſtifica- 
tion of the Santtuary in the New Jeruſalem, accoriing tt. the Paſeo 
of Exckiels Temple ; And Laſtiy, fach is the Go0d of the 
inowledg oi the 1099 ycars Glory of Chriſts Ktygdon manifelt- 
ed to us ; and then of the Kingaum Delivered up to Gud arid.the 
Father, the Laſt end, and Conſummation of All. 

| have thus far argued the Grand Aiſſcriiony that All, and c- 
very Prophecy of Scripture 1s not of private /aterpretation, and therc- 
fore not prophetick Numbers of Time, but that there ate Standards 
ay 
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of 1nterpretation ialaid into Prophecy it ſelf ; and ſuch Afliſtances 
from that publick Spiriz vouchlafed to All that wait for them 
that it is juſtly to be (tiled not private bur publick Interpretation , 
[ have alſo counter-argued all the Objections I could diſcover ; 
I come now to the Third Head. 


Head 34. The Third Head. ſball be to confider, What Stan- 
dards, according to Scripture-Reaſon, and the Ballance of the San- 
aury, there are, by which the Interpretation of prophecy may be 
judgd to be a True Interpretation, when it is offercd us by any one 
that hath made it; or whereby the perſon that hath himfelf 
made it, may know it to be Juſt, and according to the Senſe 
of the Holy Spirit of prophecy , and his Conduct into that 
Senſe. 

T he Standards :f Tryal for the True Interpretation of prophecy, I 
would lay down,arc Theſe : 


1. When the Types and Symbols of prophecy in the Old and New 
Teſtament, are taken, All, - as under Ove intirc View and Con- 
ſideration, and ſo Ana!ogiz:d, and ſhewn in their Agreement 
one with another, as to vt up a Full and perfc Portraiture 
and Table, cach Parr appcaring in its proper Symetry and Pro- 
portion, in its own Scituation, 1n its Lively Evygoio, the Beau: 
ty, and Lively Air of prophecy. This is like a philoſophick Syſtem 
of the Creation, ſolving Al! Ph-nomena, But if we take ſome {in- 
gle Parts oniv, though there may be handſome and fine plauſi- 
ble and probable Dcſcants upon them, as they ſtand by them- 
ſelves, and it they alone were to be antwered for ; Yet when 
racy come to be examined by the reſt of prophecy, and it be cont1- 
dered, how one part anſwers another, in the whole Frame of 
prophecy, and one {ingle pa:t under ſuch or ſuch a Deicant; Thote 
Delcantrs will be diſcovered to be only worthy of Rejxxtion This 
therefore | have endeavoured, and moſt cloſely and diligently 
aucided ro in the Scheme of prop»ecy | have given, viz. to makea 
| ſalt and Full Agreement and Correſpondency berwcen All parts 
o* ir, and a Conciliated Harmony in the whole Frame of pro- 
phecy. 

2, In the point of prophetick Numbers the Standard is, 


1, That All the Prophetick Numbers are made t-> mcet alſo in 
bi - One fall and intire Conlideration and Computation of them 
4 one with another, and not any of them ſingle, and by them- 
| (elves 
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ſelves only, And that they be ſo both diſtinguiſhed, and yet (o 
joyned, and ſo ccncerted, that they ſtand tair one with ano» 
ther: Elſe the application of them will be precarious, incer- 
ceain and contingent only. 

2. That whcn they are thus both Diſtingu'ihed and Har- 
monized; they can be applied and aſcertained by that Appli- 
cation to ſuch Events, as are witn:{ſcd ro, and acknowledged 
by the moit known, agreed and general Records of Hiſto- 
ry aud Chrenc/ogy z providentially prepared by Gui ro Gibeonzte, 
as it were, to Sacred Prophecy; to give both Tci:imony to 
the Truth of Pr.ph:cy, as allo to be Helps to the Interpreta- 
non of it ; if Interpreters take care to compare one with the 0- 
ther, or would be perſwaded to do fo. Furthermore, theſe 
being fo ſettled by Compare, and ſo Tcſtiticd, cnable the 1u- 
terpreter himſelf, and thofe ro whom his Interpretation is offer= 
ed, to Judge whether the nterpretatien be Truc, and whether 
it be Zu and Right : Whereas, if cither there be no Concord 
of Supporting #iſtery ; or that if it be not as a City on an Hill 
Hifoory univerſally Known, and agreed; re Interpretation will 
be but Dark and Lubricous, and the ſtanding upon ic not firm 
and ſtabl-, 

3- When the Prophetical Numbers being by Fair and Juſt 
Commiſſures, Joyn'd to, and United with the Plain Hiſtori- 
cal firſt Parc of the Seritture-Line of Time, Run on together in 
a ſtrait, even, progreſhve Motion, from the Creation and fir} 
Sabbatifm, ſo as tro Run upon a Laſt Iſſue and Event; Great 
cnough to be that Laſt, and to conſtitute a Fuline/3 of Times, 
or of All Times ; the New Creation and its Sabbatiſm, the Apocatas» 
ſtaſis, or Reſlitrtion of All Things to the Firlt State, and much 
above it; the Azacephalaiofts, or Bringing All under Chriſt, 
as the //cad: And all This, as I ſaid, in a Strait, Even, Pro- 
grcfſive Motion, Taking in at their uſt and Proper Seaſons 
All other Great and Cardinal Events, Embolling the Line of 
Time , and principally that Great and Soveraign One, the Co- 
ming. Dying, Riſing and Aſcenſion of our Lord Jeius into Hea- 
ven, ſtyl'd by the Apoſtle, the Fullneſs of Time ;the greateſt 
Fonour of Time, except the Forenamecd Fullne/$ of All Times, 
1 i:-fſc Two, The Fullneſs of Time ,and the Fulſn:fs if Times, 
or «t Al! Times, ſtand thus Diſtinguiſhed, Gal. 4. 4 21:8 Eph. 
I. 10, and Fix all Time, 

Now This Conſtant, Eren chat of Time, keeps All 
Interpretation at a Gauge, and wh Rs, from a Fugitive, 

or 


{ have 


Found. 
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or Arbitrarious wandring hither and thitherz and is the 
greateſt ſecurity for the Truth of ic; both to the Interpreter 
himicl:, and to All that would put his 1nterpretation to the 
Teſt, that can be ; For thus Nothing can be taken iny nor 
thruſt out 2t pleaſure ; nor can there be Any Other Eveatrs 
ſhufed in, but what are found in that very Juſt and Natural 
Order of I :1in2, cc >rding to all Hiſtory, hus Interpretation 
comes ro the ſin? Cirtainry as the Progrefſes of Tine it (clt; 
from Day to Div, Munch to Month, Year to Year, and 
Century to Century; or as the parts of the Body in their True 
Situation one to another. Whereas any other way of [/nter- 
pretation hath its Starts and Leaps, its Subterfuges and Evaſtons, 
without Certainty or Fixedneſs. 


3. Another Standard of Interpretation of Prophecy, is, when 
there are found in the Interpretation, ſome ſurprizing Tran- 
ſcendenc'cs in the Contrivances and, asone may humbly ſay, 
Artifices which theSpirzt of Proph-cy hath inlaicl the Propheti- 
cal Frame with, and engraven upon it, as upon the Stone that 
hath ſeven Ey2s, throughout Perſpicuous, as well as Perſpi- 
caciour, And theſe falling in with tre more Efſential, and 
Subſtantial Parts of Prophecy, and the Events Anſwering in 
not only thote Subſtantials, but thoſe Extraordinaries, as it 
were, Pzices of Art, in the Frame of Prophecy; They muſt 
needs give ſ112ctimes even Ravithing Traniports of Satisfafti- 
on, and Aſſurance; That one hath the True Key of Interpretation 

frophecy, by che Brcomingnels of the Work to the Great 

rtift, when Materiam ſuperat Opus; The Curiouſacls of the 
Work exceils che very Materials wrought upon, 

Even as 52::de+ the main Pijlars and Rafters of the Creati- 
on, and the more Bulky Parts of the Animal Creatures , ſuch 
Exquiſite Curiofrics ate tound herein; They, as much as is 

ofhble, give Scientihc Provts of che Supreme and Divine 

N.rkman $ and when any one hath tound them, \he cannot 
but brea'c out into a Kind of Ecfarical *evgna ; or, as Galen, 
into an /{ymz to the Creator, upon beholding the Admirable- 
nelſes of his Divine Hand, in the Animal Conteztures ; For both 
inthe Works of God, and 1n his Prophetict Word, ſuch Won: 
ders plainly diſcovered give greateſt pleaſure, both in re- 
gard of the caities of the Hand of God, and in regard of 
the Joy, that we have receiy'd the Key of Natural, or Prophetick 
Knowledge. 

For 
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For theſe are Great Things, we looked not for, and meet» 
ivg with them unexpectedly, we become more than Aſſured, 
even Triumphantly Aﬀured , For thus it becomes him, whoſe 
Underſtanding ts Infinite, both in Creation, and Prophecy, to abound 
to us beyond All we could Ask or Think; and tough our Aſſu- 
rance might be ſolid without theſe, yer it would not be vivid, 
and ſo high. 


4. 4 Fourth Standard of True Interpretation of Prophecy , is, 
When there is Found in All Parts of th. [utzrpretation of Pro- 
phecy, a perfet Agreement berweer Prophecy Interpreted, ard 
the Grand Principies of Scripture, which the Ayoſtle call; Prophe- 
cyirg according to the Analozy of Faith $4 \\ hen Prophecy is fo Inter- 
pretzd concerning the Kingdom of Chriſt, that is be nur Ropre- 
ſented as a Carnal, Senſual Kingdom, bur like ic ſeit, Fl.iy and 
Spitual; T hat ic Agree with the Apuſtles, and cur Lord s 
Doftrine, concerning the Reſurredtivn, boch as to the Saints 
dead and ſleeping in and by Jeſus Incorrupiibly Raiſed, and che 
Lining Remaining Saints Changed, and as to the wicked Rijtrs 9 
Condemnation, to Shame and Contempt ;, that Prepvecy is net made 
to call the Froil happy, or to make ſad the Souls, whom God would 
not have made ſad ;, that Darkneſs zs not put for Light, nor Licht 
for Darkneſs ; T hat thoſe Black Names in Scripture-Prophecy, as 
Beaſt, Faiſe Prophet, IWhore, Horns Owing thar Power to the 
Beaſt, be applicd to ſuch Perſons, and T hings, as the Conſtant. 
and moſt Avowed Doftrine of Scripture makes worthy to be 
ſo Charafter'd ; however call'd by Great an4 Glorious Names in 
this Dark place of the Apoitaſy. And on rne other fide, that 
Perſons and Things be Cloathed with the Honourable Names, 
Prophecy hath put upon them ; as the Woman Cloathed with the 
Sun, IWiineſ-s, Martyrs of Jeſus, to whom the ſame ConT.nt 
and Allowed DoQtrine of Scriptute wii! Allow them; al- 
though in this T hick and Grofs Armusp! er: they are Baudeni- 
reed with other Names, as Hereticks, Sckiſmaticks, Fattivus, or 
Fanaticks. 


5- The Crowningy and Topping, and moſt Aﬀuring Stand- 
ard for the Interpretaiion of Prophecy is, when a Thread and 
Line is Laid from ſome Plain, aud L'tteral any arg of Fre- 
phecy by the Holy Spiric of 7rophecy it ſzif in one Place, to ſuch 

itteral [uterpretation in another place ; till we come at Ja'l to thar 
Ifuing Point of All Prophecy, The Glory of the Kingdom of _— 

e 
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We have the Beginning of the Four Monarchies in Nebuchadnez- 
Jars Image by very Littcral Interpretation, ſettled in Nebuchadney - 
zar himſelf ; For Daniel ſaid to him, Thou art this Head of Golf, 
Dan. 2, The Perſian and Grectan Monarchies are in the ſame 
manner by Littteral Interpretation of Prophecy, aſſured, Ian, 8, 
In the me manner the Epoch of the Revelation is Aflured by the 
Apolltle; being in the Spirit on the Lurds Day of the Reſurredion, 
Rev. r.c.5, B+ the Mention of the Lamb Newly Slain. The 
Feurih Monarchy is Aſſured to be Current in the I ime ot the 
New Teſtament by Auguſtus Ceſar Ceiling all the World, Luke 2. 
By the Literal Interpretation of the Great Whore to be the City 
Keigning then, or that at that preſent was Hold:ng thc Aimgdom 
over the Kinzs of the Earth, which couid be no other than Keme, 
For no other had then the Kingdom:befides the Seven Mcuntains, 
on which ſhc Sate, is Litrteral z T he Seven Succcſſons of Go- 
vernm-'nt are given Literally; And that undcr the Beaſt, is 
Affirm'd to be the Seventh Succeſſion, as Head, and the Exhth as 
King ;, The Sixth Succeſſion is Litterally Aſhirm'd to be then in 
Being, ornow is: that the Seventh King, being the Chriſtian Em- 
perours, was no Head, It is Litterally Afur'd, the Eighth King, 
bur Seventh Head, call'd The Beaſt, goes into Perdition, :nd the 
Kingdom of Chri immediately Succeeds ; Now all rhele do fo 
lead us in the True Line, and Courſe of Time, that we can- 
not be ſurer of the Courſe of the Seaſons, an! Months, that run 
along, and fall out between Scalon, and Scaſon ; then we are 
of the Thin;s, which in Event or Matter of FaQ, and Hiſto- 
ry run along all this Time, from the Reſurrefion of our 
Lord, and Anſwer the Symbols, and Images of Prophecy ; Here- 
by chen the Seals, the Trumpets, with the grand Events Com- 
priz'd under Them arc made moſt certain ro Run along the 
Time of the Roman Empire from the Appearance of Chriſt in the 
F'eſh, at the Fullneſs of Tim?, to his Appearance in the Fullneſs of 
Times, or of All Time at the Kingdom of Chriſt, 


Now it any one ſhould ſay, Theſe Standards of Interpretation 
of Prophecy of Scripture are not ſufficient to ſecure Interpretation 
according to them, to be alſo accorging to the Mind, and Senſe 
of the Holy Spirit of Prophecy ; I ſhould be Bold to ſay, hr: either 
Contradi&ts,what the Apoſtle hath ſaid, That Prophecy of Scripture 
3s nat of private Interpretation;or he muſt ſuppoſe rhe Scnle of the 
Ap-ſile in theſe very words, A#,EveryPropbecy of Scripture 3s not of 
private 
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rate Interpretation, arcy as, or more Dark, and more Hard to 
Coteiod than the Da:keſt m_—_ ef Scripture it ſelf; 
rt. or by Chance 


and Further, That things may be made by 
to fall into an Exatt Harmory with the Yord of Prozhecy;or that 


even a Serious, well grounded Reſearch of Scripture, accord- 
ing to all the Commands, and Encouragements of the Word 
of God, and a keeping cluſc toall the Rules of Scripture, and 
Reaſon in ſuch a S-arch, may be all to no End, or purpoſe; 
we ate never the Nearcr to the Trith and Mind of the Holy 
Spiric ot Prepoccy, than if we l;ad never ſcarch'd at ail; which 
how Opprobriovs and how ncar t5 Blaſphemy agaialt the Ho- 
IySp'cic,ſt is ſo tv ſay,l leave ro every leriousConliderer tofudg 

Now as to whatl have my fel done, 1 cannot without Tran- 
ſcribing a Covliderable Part, of what I have already Written, 
and made Publick,thew ; iow cloſe I have kept to theſe Rules, 
and Standards, given by my f(clf for Interpretation of Prophccy ; 
Nor will I prcſuine to ſay any thing in the grofs concerning 
itzI will only f:{t make my Humble Petition to any Perſon, 
able c» Weigh, and to Conſider, and to Compare one- part 
of Things with another, that it I have been wanting in any 
one, he would pleaſe by Free Entercourſes ro Remonſtrate ic 
to me, and to allow Liberty of Debate upon it, that ſo a due 
Care may be Taken to Vindicate, Enlarge, Streng:hen, or if 
neceſſity thould ſo Require, to Retraft or Retorm. 

| wil: therefore here ſubjoyn but ſome of the groundsI have 
reſted upon in the Interpretation of Prephecy according to a few 
Notes en theſe Standards, as the Next Head of Diſcourſe 


Propoſcd. 

I Firſt, according to our General Scripture Account, Fix 
Hiſtorical Time. 

For the drawing then into one View the Types and Symbols of 
Pr:phecy,from the | ime theSpirit of Prophecy was picas'd ro Come 
plc it into a Schem?y and had prepar'd ſo todo; 1 have conſi- 
der'd the Archetypal Viſion of Exetiel's Temple, and City, c. 40. to 
the ind : Repreſenting the Kinzdom of Chrif in its Glory, and 
the N:v Jeruſalem alſo. having the Glory of Ged : Now when this 
was 0c given, it becomes a Standard ; gives I ypes to the Stare 
of th Church of God frum that Time among the Jews bes 
ire Crit, and in the Days of our Lord '3 i952 Heſb.then of the 
Jewiſh 2nd Gentile Chriftian Church in al! the States of it; 
eithcr in the Dartings out of the Glory of it ; or the Stops, 
Stays and Datrkniogs of its Soy ; becaulc, as is Eyidcut _ 
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by Scripture, and Experience, that Glory hath been, and yer 
is under fo long a Delay, from the Time of that Yijzon given 
to 11s Dav. 

Now t1s1 have all along obſerv'd, from Preherick Vijicn to 
Propbetick Vijt-n, through the Prophecy of Daniel, and of the Re- 
wveration 193 thoſe Expreſs References to that, a5 I juttty call ir, 
Arcitypz! V-:ji1z, from the very giving it to the End ; Ad | 
Acconiut it as a Poleftat , like rhe Star tharied the IPife men to 
Corist ;, (> this /4/ton ſhape: an Ulnerriog Courle to the Aingdom 
of Chrilt. 

Aad becauſe, one Principal Point in that Yifion of Ezekiel, 
was the Thron?, i eading tothe Threne of God, and of the Lumb in 
the New Jeruſuem, Ez:K.4.37.a4n41 Revs 22.3. And that there was 
to be, as I have ſaid, ſo long a Delay; Soon aftcr the Pijtn of 
Exekiel given, There is a Piſton given to Danel, c, 2 in Nebu- 
chatnezyars Imazg:', and of Four Beajis,c.7.deſcribing Four Monar- 
chies, as Four Thrones, which ſhouid ſucceſſively reach to the 
Kingdom and Throne of Chriſt; And then, as it is expreſly faid, 
the Thrones were caſi down;theſe Counter Thrones to the Throne of 
Chriſt; and the Throne of the Son of Man Eltablithed alone, 
Dan, 7. v. 

This thereforel lay before ms, as another Archetypal Vifion, 
relating tothe Powers of the Gentiles, and tie Enemics of the 
Kinedfm f Chriſt 

And having to d» with the Reman Monarchy, the laſt of the 
Fiur from the Times of the New Tejtament + | moſt particularly 
confi fer their avs Findiny, that the Emanzeiiſt Luke gives an 
Early N tice of ir as au Univerſal Monarchy tn A':2uſirs Ceſar 
Conumning a C-yſe of the whole Weric, 55 iz own Domi- 
ion / wr 2-1 Ev. befor: the irch of our Lord : Iconclude 
this mit be the Forrth of Danic's Monnovies, For though ſome 
would {2 irthbe Auce fonta rar vie ater the Death of Alex» 
ander the Grer; ] fi it cont be, b th Fecaute the God of 
Eraven rol nit nave fei 4; » 214411 ia the Days of thoſe Kings, 
ac is e*pretly [.74, Dan. 2. v £4. £14 atfo becouley The Kingdom 
of Chriſt, Even cr, is 16 tar ih: verſal Dominion, it was. 
Forerold, it ſhoule bot Arid Latiy. frcwife 1 find fo Admira- 
bile an Harmony berwen the 1pherick Figures in the Revelation, 
and the plain Hiſtorical 2:counts 61 that Monarchy ; and that 
the Spirito! {0d hath cvcn to plain Litteralneſs, or more 
than ſo, Interprered it to be Rome and its Empite; I Jay there- 
fore betore me this Roman Menarchy in the PaganEmpire; in the 
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Antichritian Empire, viz. T he Papacy; which co give publick 
Nnticz, itis a Throne, Aſſumes ſo Solemn" z and Notoriouſly 
E::throat:3auon to it ſelf; and the European Kings given as Horns 
of Strength to it: as alſo the Mabumetan Saracens, and Trrks, 
coming as two Hoes upon ir, arc adjuſted in Tins. © 

tow finding the /coniſmes, or Images of Prophecy every way 
Agrecing herewith, both in the Freoft Ana.cgict!, and cron 
Litteral [aterpretation, as | have thewn,al; par's ſquarin - one with 
Another; | cavnor but be thus far aſſur' , I be /uerpretirion of 
the ſure word of Phropheſy muſt needs be Fair, Juſc ar! tight; 
or ſeeing no other Interpretation can be Found thus ty Squzre , 
Prophecy muſt be indeed of Private Interpretation, alithothe Apcs 
{tle afſurcs ir is not ſo. 

Morc particularly wich Relation to the Prephetical Numbers 
of Time, | Found the purely prophetical Time on that Baſts, 
or Ground of it, the Thrce Hundred Ninety Days of Years 
of Ex-kiel his Bearing the Iniquity of the Houſe of !ſracl. T neſel 
make Sevenfold, according tothe Standard of Seven God fo of- 
ten fixes in the punniſhment of Iniquity, Levir. 26. And fo 
they comprehend in that Sevenfoldneſs,C which makcs the 390, 
2730,)the Forty Days of Years of Exekiels Bearing the Iniquity ot 
the Houſe of Judah, and the Twenty Three Hundred Eves, Morns 
of the Sanetuary Troden unter Foit, until the Sandfuary Cleanſedy 
or Jufified, according to Exekiels Vifton, in tae Glorious King- 
4m of Chriſt. 

Theſe Twenty Seven Hundred T hirty Years, making Se- 
ven Times Three Hundred and Ninety, is one of the 
Tranſcendents I] find in the ER Time, according 
to my Computation of it, and the Third Standard now given. 

ln this Grand Portion of the Line, viz. Of the Twenty Three 
Hundred Eves, Morns ; Fall Evenly and Juſt'y All the Num- 
bers of Time given after in Damel, and the Revwclation; or 
that can be ſuppoſed neceſſary to fill up any Spaces according 
to Hiſtory; or that are neceſſary to make vp the 2350. altnough 
the Numbers arc nor, in | effſer or Callatterzl Linvs to the 
2300, Named in Proprecy, which Y-t mult be, and arc Seventy 
Five before the Weeks, and Four Hundred Years alter the 
IWeeks , Fir all others arc cxprefſly named in 4oripture- i rephe- 
cy > Bur bowever, as ] ave oiten ſke in, Al Agree in the:r 
Jul Order, and Agree aniorg themicl et, and Agr:e 
with the Notes of Lifcoraing them, Scripture hath given ;. 
and 'ialtly, Agree win 4ijtory and Geacral Chronalogy. Rx 

which, 
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which make as great Aſſurance, as can be of a True Compn- 
ration and Account; ſceing neither Chance, nor Arc can Tune 
Thin's to ſuch a Manifold Agreement ; For, as They ſay, 
Res nolunt Decipt, T hings will not be deceived, nor impo- 
ſed upon ; fo they cannot be Forc'd, Compell'd, nor Hlatter'd 
into an Agreement. and fo manifold an Agreement ; when 
the Natural, Mutnal ReſpeRty they have one to another, does 
not incline them, 

T hat particular Portion of the Line of Time, given to mca- 
ſure the 1 ime of the Apoſtaſy.by, ſo often, and {o variouſly 
given ; wiz Time, Times, Half a Time; Twice Forty Two 
Months; I ice Twelvs tHundred Sixty Days ; and Three Days 
and an half; and fo the Laſt Thirty, and Forty Five, moſt Even- 
ly and Jultly, according to the Line of Time, take hold of, and 
ſucceed one another in their Juſt Places, The 1260 concert with 
the Ten Kinos Keceiving Power at one hour with the Beaſt; The 
Beaſts Supremacy tize Mahometan Times; (So as to give all the Afſu- 
rance that can be) Fa!l in One with Another ; All according 
to the Jaltelt Configurations of Prophetical Images, and Ht 
ſtorical Events, And herein I obſerve Four Tranſcendencies, 
which molt vnexpcedly and fſurprizingly mect the Confi- 
derer herein, according tothe Third Standard here viven ; and 
would make the Mcditative upon them cry out, / have found, 1 
have found. 


1. That as Scritture- Prophecy gives the Time by Moons to the 
Gentiles, and to the Beaſt; and Days cf the Sun , to the 
IWitnej:s, and the Woman ; and that theſe Days of the Sun and 
Mcens, are to Agree one with another, -as Lunar and Solar 
Time do ; I find, according to my Calculation, they do A- 
gre? according to the ſo celebrated Rule of the Golden Number; 
and riat thereby the Succeſſion of the Beaſt, or the Antichriſti- 
an Papacy, according to the Exat Laws of Succefſſhhon, to the 
Chriſtzan Emperor, as Seventh Head, and Eighth King, Rev:!, 
I7, 10y 11, is fix'd at 475y or 6G. as it ought, according to 
all Lijtory, to be ; and dcetermin'd to its End, or Going into per- 
dition at 167, Lunar Time and Solar Falling in Exattly according 
to all Chronology with this Prophecy, 

2. According to my Calculation, by the Timc, the (5 
known CharaQter of Time, Indiftion, or accounting by Fif- 
teens of Years, was well known and ſettled after Conſtantine 
the Spirit of Poophecy hath Adopted it to Enter into its g_ 
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Computation of Time ; For the Time, Times and balf Time, 
beginning accordingly at 437. are in the whole, and in cach 
Diviſion, caſt into Indidttons, or Fifteens of Years; viz, the 
Three Times, or Thrice Three Hindreds and Sixties ; 
and the Half Time, or the Cne F'undred Eighty ; and 
for their ſakes the Thirty , making 12:69 1250, by Two 
Fiſteens;and theFerty Five making 1299 w be 1335, Dan 12.11.12» 
5s cvidently by Three Indi:ons, or F.fteer's, 

And to All this may be a {ded tle Obſervation, that the 
Words choſen ou: by the Spiric of ©o5 133 i916 Chald-e, Hebrew, 
and Greek, to expre's Time, T:r c5 444 Haij Time, (1; Sworn by 
Chriſty, as to be Determinare time, may be Einphatically 
Tranſlated Indition, or Indicted Time: 

Now what can this mcan ? but that, Over-Ruling Provyi- 
dence ſo Diſpoles All, that ſuch Notations of Time ſhould 
be found out, and come into Uſe, as when it (elf hath Oc- 
caſion tor them to Aſcertain its own Calendar of Prophetick 
Time; and who alſo would Direft, avd Guide his Servants 
into the Obſervation of, and molt Aſſured Diftin&tion of Pro- 
phetick Time by I hem; according to the tt Seaſons appoint- 
ed by himſelf, ro make them to Known to them ;, fo that it 
is no wonder they have not bcen known telore; ©: that they 
are made known to ſome, and not to others, when ikey are 
made known. — 

2, It is eyen of Tranſcendent Remark, t!:at the Reſorma- 
tion, at that fo Agreed Epoch of it, ſhould be at 1517. as the jult 
Point of Half Time beginning ; that neceſſarily caltsthe begin- 
ning of the Time and 7 imes upon 437, according, to my Frxa- 
tion of it; before (I can Trucly Appcal) 1 had made x k.e- 
fletion upon the Wonderful Service it docs to affure th 75», 
of Time,and the beginning ofthoſe 1260 days,at 437; bits accor.! 
ing to the Natural Progreſs of the 23co Eves, Mcoras, in the 
7 - Wor of Each to their Proper Points of Time Adorn'd 
with their Suitable Events; Each, I ſay, of the Collaiutera! 
Lines fo Afſign'd Led me ro 97. 

Now all theſe Tranſcendencies of Evidence concerning the 
juſt Interpreration of Prophecy, Ihave from Time wo Time 
fully opened, declar'd, and argued in their Proper Treatites,ac- 
cording to further and further Light, Euidence aud Afurance, 
given in by the Father of Lights ;and which are in many Hands, 

4. Thar which ic hath pleaſed the Lord further co open and 
maniteſt ro his Unworthy —_— by way of Tranſeendenc;, 
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is; That whercas I was led to fix upon 437. as che Beginning 
of the Times given to the Apoſtaſy, as 1 ſaid by the molt Free, 
and Natural Progrets up5n the Line of the 2300 Eves, Morns; 
Diſtribured inco the Particular, Lefſer and Collatteral Lines: 
The very Year 437. lay only amongſt the Years of Great E- 
vents, molt Agrecabieroall the Proph-rical Charatters of that 
Time ; Bur it iclf was unadorn'd, and lay barc from any No- 
table Event, or Eventsto guard it; and it hath been charg'd 
by leveral, as an O»jeCtion againſt my Fixing fo politively up- 
on it. But by Further Search, and particularly help'd by chat 

* Aunctat.0n VV orchy Annotatzr on the * Revelation, | find that Year very 

the Reycla- Notably Remark'd, with Events luitable to fuch an Fr:c, or 

tion, car, Beginning the 12S0Years, as it does. And tha: this may 
be Fully uaderttood, 1 will ſomewhat more at Large Dy- 
courte it ; Becaute | have not in any Tr-atiic von Prop!;s- 
tical Sabj:&t5, had the fo Attent Conliderativn ot ity, as it ic- 
quires; eipzcially being charg'd as an Otjeſtion agaiift it, 
that thc are no Reafors in Hiſtory to reit fo upon it, 

Now then fiſt, 1 muſt premiſe, that there is not the ſame 
Reaſon t5 exp2& to particular an Illaltration of it by any pecu 
culiar Event,as in {me Cales in cheLine of Time,ror tie Lin? 0 
Tune it felt mult Umpires and Determine which ſhall be ſuchyor 
iuch an Epoch, or Point of Beginuing ; when a Great Like- 
neſs or Similaricy of Eucnts gives a Likelyhood ro One Point 


as ] have cnueavour'd to maxe appear in Diicoules proj 
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Removing out of the midſt the yery Name, and Thing of eſters 
Emperor; the taking away all Conſular Porer trom it. 

Now here is ſuch a Similaricy of Events, no certain Judg- 
ment can be made; bur as Samuel was deceived in the Sons «<f 
Zeſe,concerning the Lord's Auointed,by the Fairer Appearance of 
ſome of them, than of Did, whom God had alone Choſen , 
So ſhall we be miſtaken in the Fairer Appearance of forms E- 
vents to give the Epoch of the Time, Times, and Half a Time, 
than that which is indeed ſo; ſuch anotherConcatenated S:mi- 
laricy ofEvents was Ceremonialneſs;preparing to Superſtition, Syper- 
ſlition 9 Lolatry, So Love of Pre-eminence preparing tO Hierarchy, 
Hierarchy to Papacy; and this from the very working of the m ter, 
of Iniquity in the Apoſtles days, until the Beat, or that I'apacy 
entring into Its Succeſron, when the Reman Empire ccaling, viz, 
at 476, T hat Name of Biſhop then, ard to this Day by an 
Eſpecial Ordination of Providence was the Sole Title of aSin- 
olePerton over that great CityRome(tho in S$pirituals Jwho thence 
&ole ty Supremacy over all Biſhops, Thence he came ro his 
Numb:r in having an 7uaze made to himſelf in the Worſhip-<£. 
Images, icttled by the 2d Comncel of Nicez and Aſſuming Power 
over Emperors, from that T ime, tothe Exalting himſelf al'oys -7 
Styled, Auzuſt. 

Now in fuch Chain ftot Events, as theſe may be Jultly De- 
nominated, No fingleEvent cither ought or can expretstheEpuch; 
For neither fa Naturecan a Chain of Events lufter it fe!f io 
be engroſy'd by any One, nor can one be Comprehenſive of 
All, tho it be a very grand, and principal one ; inaced when 
any Epoch is wholly, and fully Comprehended in one Evenr, 
then the 1 ime is Fixcd, and folely Determined by it; as tic 
Ceſſation of the Chriſtian Empire in the Weſt, as in once Indivi/th.s 
Pint, fixes the yery Succe.lion of the Seventh Head, and Fi-\th 
King, calld the Beaſt; together with the Ten Aings Recetzing 
Pozcr, at the lame I ime with him. in the ay rey 
the Event indeed did nc conliſt in an Indiviſible Point ; yet in 
that it began the Retrenchment of the Papal Power, that had fo 
long been l[ntire; It was as in an IndivifiblePoint of one ſtraig]:r, 
or Right Line Drawn our. 

But indeed in the very whole Courſe of Events, the PlumE- 
ing by the Line of Time, and compat ing every part of the Line 
with the Event, and of the Event with the Line is the mol} 
Stable, and Satisfaftory Aſſurance that can be G.yecn; and in 


ſuch a Multiplicity of Eyents Frees from DiſtraQion, __ Per- 
piexity 
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Plexity : Anq this hath given me _— of Aſurance, as 
trom the Brizht Shining of the ſure Word of Prophecy in the midſt 
of ſo many Mititakes, and ſo much Incertainty thereupon, 

But alt:ho Any ſingle Event among ſo many,and in a Con- 
junQiyn2 02c wich another, ought not without the Peculiar 
Dit.ntioa-of the Line of Timeto ſeparate it ſelf from all the 
Koi, and Claim to irfelf the Righrtof —_—__ Ep:cb; yet 
i: was m-{i Condecent to the Wildem of that Providence,that 
Jooks to tie bringing to paſs All, that hath been declared by 
the ſure word of Prophecy z to take carc, that there ſhould be a 
ſufficiency of Events tor Type out the whole Chain, having a 
Conce:ring and Reſt upon that year as the Epoch of Time, 
Tires and Half a Time; as I ſhall very briefly preſent to View. 

\V!.cn ther: God had been pleasd ro make known by the 
Typc+ of Prophecy; that ſoon after the Empire in Conſtantine 
became Chriſtian, the ApoRaſy was preparing ro Enter; in that 
the HE: 1dred Forty, and Four Thouſand were Scaled; that the 
I7"-r(/1y-rs were taken, as it werey in their laſt Appearance in 
tic Cirrard Court, and Retired into the Inver: Temple; and the 
Church Flying into the Wilderneſs, and the Trumpet; in preparation 
to Sourd, Thus All being in Readineſs, God gives Types of 
thoſe Four great Events, ro which Time, Times, Half a Time, 
Three Pays and an Halſ, Twice Ferty tro Months, and Twice Twelve 
Hundred :xty Days as hath been often obſerved, are allowed ; 
and which Receiv'd their Epoch here; Types I ſay ; For I have 
not, I declare, dar'd to Rely upon them, aseycnrs Determining 
the Exuch, of theſe Great Times, bur fair Types, and Repreſenta> 
tions of Each. 


1. The Firſt Event, I would obſerve, is; That, which I find 
moſt agreed in All C!ronology,that this very year; Cyril, Biſbep of 
Alezandria, brought forth his Cyclus Paſchalrs tor fling the Due 
Time of Eaſter, Ad juſting Lunar years to Solar, accord» 
ing to the Golden Number. Now this is very Wonderful, that 
juſt ar the Time, when the Lord, for the Interpretation of Pro- 
phetical Time ſhould. 'o Allude to the Need Chriſt had of the 
je in the Goſpei, ) have need of ſuch an Adjuſtment ro be 
{ollemnly brought in, and Avowed in the profeſſion of Chriſti- 
anity Antichriſtianized ; which is the Outward Court given to the 
Gentiles iz.the Antichriſtian Gentiles to Tread under Fect,it was ſo 
doneyFor So Forty two Months of the Gentiles Precalated to the 
Forty two Months of the Beaſt, This was very obſferyable. _ 
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r. Becauſe hereby Providence gave notice; that this was the 
very year, that by Prophecy, aco—_ to the Foundations, upon 
whicha ſerled Time ot Eaſter is Found, wiz.by Conforming Lunar, 
and Solar Time one to another; T he Moons of the Gentiles, and 
the Beafs Moons are together made juſt even to the 1260 Solar 
Nears; And which is very wondertul, juſt ſo many years, as 
the Beaſts Mcons want to make them equal to 1260 Solar years 
of the Witneſſes,and the Woman _—y", to that Golden Number, 
(the very Ground of any Cyclus Paſchalzs;) viz. 38 years, and 
ſomething more; Juſt ſo many arc Found between 437, (when 
the Paſchal Cycle was, as | ſay, bit brought forth, ) and the 
Ceſſation of the Chriſtian Empire; when the Beaſts Succeſſion, 
and fo Time Dated from an. as the Supreme or Seycnth 
Head, and Eighth King (for loi ovght tobe) began, wi. at 
473 ending, cr 47% 

2. It is very obleryable, Becauſe as hath been alſo more Fully 
ſpoken of elſewhere, and as is very well known ; The Apoſta- 
ſy hath in regard of Skrizings, or Confeſſions, Pennances, Indulgen- 
cee, Pardons 3 the ſo ſuperſtiticus Sollemuiries of its Good Friday; 
the Idolatry of its High Eaſter Day Maſ:z ſuch deep Intereſts in 
Eoſler, and the Moveable Feaſts dependei.t upon it, 

But altho I cannot but think this very Remarkable, when 
I find 437, the very year Determin'd upon by the Line of Time ; 
yet I could not dare to reſt upon it without that ; For ſome 
Attempt the Predeceſſor of Cyril, Theophilus Biſhop of Alex- 
andria had made this way ; and Dionyſiws, Sitnam'd 
Exizuus, perfefted upon what Cyril had done, But when 
the Line f Time concurs with ſuch a Note of Lunar Time, 
proper to Mons, Equated to Solar Time; It appears to me very 

reat. 

: Event 2 The Barbarians.orGoths this year made anExcurſion 
upon the People of the Empire, call'd the Arvern, with all 
manncr of Calamirtics; This was a T ype of the Hail mingled 
nth Fire in the Firſt Trumpet; yet ſo that this is not to be taken, 
but in ConjunCtion, as hath been already ſaid, with what went 
beforc,and followed after;For ir could not be in one year, that 
the whole third part of Trees,and of Green Graſs; that is; the Ter- 
ritories of ſo uu an Empire, (of which Empire Third part is 
made bythis Prophecy as a Hieroglyphic, )(hould be deſtroyed. But a 
Reſemblance of this, Any partof theEmpirezand at what diſtance 
ſocver trom Rome (the Further, che more Lively the Emblem) 
might be of the Hail Diſhevelling it 1elf year after year, 

N through 
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through the whole Ampire; Yet on this neither dare | rcly 
alone ; For as great Events of this Kind, and much Greater 

before and after 1 here were ; yet this, however a ſmall Fi- 
gure coming i:1 its jt Place after ſo great a Figure, as the Lin? 
ef Time, DireCing perpendicularly upon 437, as the Epoch of 
the Time, Times, Half Time, is very puiſlant Afurance of thai 
vcry ycar. 

Event 3 As aRclemblance of the GentilesEntring iato the Out + 
ward-Court, this very year ; Genſericus, the Kine cf the Vandals, ſer 
himſelf co Extirpatc forthe ſakc of Arrianiſm, the Faich of Je- 
ſas Chriit, the krernal Son of Godz, and Raited in Africk, where 
he had planted himſelt within the Roman Empire, a Cruel Per- 
ſecurion upon It. 

Now, asin the Former, 1 do not Lay ſtreſs upon this with- 
out thar vrincipal Figure, Teſtimony and Evidence from the 
Line of Time: Burt that lying in the Foundation, 1Refl:& in 
- 6 I LNG as Azrccing to this Epoch ot this 

ime, 


1. T:at taking the Arrian denial of Jeſus Chriſt che Su of 
God, it was in two Regards a moſt fit T ype to give notice by of 
the Antichriſlian Apoſtaſy. 


7. That tho ic be not a plain Point of that Roman Antichriſti- 
ay Aroſtafy ; yet in that it 1s a Denial of Chriſt being com? in the 
Fleſh, which the Apoltis 70-n faith is the very Spirit of Anii- 
chrijt, It is mot Fit, as a Tyre to Repreſent that, which in 
ma'.y grand Inftences bas overthrownChriſts coming is: the Fleſh, 
in the Scripture (ente ot him, as the One Mediator; a Point as 
Fundaim.aal in Chriſtianity as the One God is in Natural Re- 
110, 

2, It was Fic in this Regard, that it might give notice of 
Antic:nijl in that Antichriſtieniy'd Age, in a Point wherein they 
were ve: y Zcalous; that is; the Eternal Godhead of Chriſt , in 0- 
ther points of Antichriſtianiſm found in Themſelves, they could 
not diſcern ir, 


2. There could not be a fitter Type of the Witneſſes putt: 
63 Sackcloath, than the Spread of the perſecution, and ſevera 
Excellent Perſons Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory makes mention of, who 
ſuffered even to Death in that perſecution, though Iown it but a 
Type ; And this giyes alſo the Fourth Event, viz, of the Pit- 


neſſes 
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neſſes putting on Sackeloath, and the Church flying into the Wilder- 
"neſs, 

3. Africk was a very fit place to be uſed in ſuch aTvpe, both 
as it was one of the Three Parts of the Kn wn Wald ; and as 
it was a worthy, and cxcellent part of the Chriſtian Church; 
wherc God had fetled fo great a Light in the Mivittry of Au- 
guſtine Biſhop of Hipps ; who had in his Epiſtle to Januarius, 
Remontltrated againit that T hrong of Ceremonies, Crowdirg 
in upon Chriſtianity in that Time; and in that, a place was 
moſt Fit to be Choſen, that ſhould nor it (:1f be the Seat cf ei- 
ther pretenders of Rtme, or Conſtantinople. 

4- Genſericus being King ct the Vandals was a fir T ype of 
the Gentiles coming into the Outer Court, and Holy City; as he 
was one of thoſe that came in upon the Chriſtian Empire, that 
had been made an Emblem of the Kingdem of Chriſt ;, and as theſe 
Irruptions Cauſed gr at Mourning ot all the Servant, of Chriſt 
trom a Sympathy with thuſeCalamuties upon their own Country, 
and the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity. 

2. As the People he brought in were to Coaleſce, and be- 
come Incorporated with the People of the Reman Empire ; and 
ſo to be the Beaſts People, and ro Cenfſtirute the ren Kinedems 
under the ten Aznzs, that ft ould receive Porer mith the Beaſt. 

And tho all tiefe are thus very Worthy to be Conlider'd; 
and it Appears, when once the Line of Time hath pointed upon 
them; They fall in wich great onformity to the () ewing the 
Erxcbof th- Tim?, Times Half a Time, the Forty tu © Months and 
the 1260 Gays of ycars,to be 437. 


Having then an undoubred Aﬀſurance of g7, as the Period 
of the 1260 ycars I lics with ſomePrellure upon my Thoughts, 
ro make a Judgment according to the great:{t Light, I can Ob- 
tain from —_—_— upon theſe Three Y:ars, or till g7 ; what 
we may humbly Expe&, and eſpecially under the great Phenc- 
menon, the Blazing Star, as | may call it, of the French Foxer ; 
here the Doubr Hangs between two Points, which ſhould caſt 
the Scale. 


1. Whether the Progreſſion of Providence in Preparation 
to the Kingdom of Chrilt, may be expected to te Gradual ; o: 
whether the Motion may be expetted to be ſudden , whetlier 
rhings may continue much at a Ballance till upon that i ine, 
and that then the Divine Power may, as all cn the Sucden, 

maz- 
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manifeſt it ſelf; and like it ſelf work in an Inſtant, and as it 
were in one Day. 

I muſt Acknowledg, as I have alſo publickly Declared ; I 
have been much more inclined to Hope (tho not without, as 
Free'y, Profeſſcd Fears, ard Doubts for Reaſons, as openly 
given) that we ſhould 1n theſe years have ſeen much greater 
Works of God; becauſe I eſtimated the Pace, I thought Provi- 
derice would chooſe, and the ſteps, it would take, according to 
what bath been generaliy hitherto in the World. 

But ic Pleaſed the Wiſe, and Hely, and Gracious Governcur of 
All things, ſo to Dire; that One peculiar Advertiſement of 
Prophecy ſhould even ſtart out to me ; that tho do nor protels 
the ſame Confidence upon it, as upon the Scripture Line of T imey 
[ have given; yet lam Reduced by ir to another kind of Fa- 
pedtation, till 97. than I have had ; For in place of the wonder- 
ful Progreſs of Providence, for the Pulling down the French 
Porer, the Change of the ten Kings, and other the great Effefts 
I expc at 97. lhave now far greater Reaſon to Beleive; 
There thall ar preſent be only a Divine Interpoſution for the ſtay- 
ing things much wherethey arc, and that there ſhall be nei- 
ther a Remarkable going forward,or backward. Y /Z. 


1. That none of the Eminent Kingdoms, that have Revers'd 
their Pow r from the Beaſt,ſhall ever be Re-Enthrall'd under that 
Power ;or ſhall Re- exchange their Proteſtant, and, as we ſtile ir, 
Reform'd State for a Papal Government ; which 1 now tind to be 
the great Account of theſe ſo many late Extraordinary Revolutions 
within the Nations of England, Scotl:znd and Ireland ,, and yet 
the Dawns, Appearances, and the very,lo much,as Apprehen- 
fions of the Kingdom of Chriſt are ſo Referv'd, and make fo 
ſma]l Offertures to the World, or fo much as to theſe Na- 
tone, 

2, That no one of the Ten Kings ſhall ſo much Exceed his 
Fizure, as to be more than one of Ten; However ſome one may 
{trerch himſelf every way to Graſp at Univerſal Monarchy;and be 
lo far ſuccſsful, as to draw great Powers to himſelf, that he 
may anſwer one Peculiar Note in Prophecy, preſently to be 
given in Memorial. 

And this is that moſt Acquieſcible and Satisfaory Reſoluti- 
on of the Myſterious Providence in Twiſting a Confederacy be- 
twixt Proteſtant Nations and ſo many of the Vowed Tributaries of 
the Antichriſlian Supremacy of the Beaſt; whoſe latercſt Lies, as 


Deep, 
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Deep, in the Extirpation of Proteſtancy, which they call, Here 
as ha of France; = in Purc Bn to Rome much Arad 
and have been, and now ate, as great, tho mo:e ſilent Op- 
reſſors of the Reformation within their own Territories, and 
erſecutors of it, if any appear for it : But thus Infinite WiCl- 
dem hath Harmonized this State of the European Nations for 
his own Wiſe and Holy Ends, according to Prophecy ; that the 
French Aſpirings to Ulniverſal Monarchy may be Embarraſs'd, 


Theſe things then being Premis'd, I have very great Rea- 
ſon to Doubt, and Fear ; T he Proteftant Frinces, and the Kefor- 
mation under them ſhall Advance li:ele higher, till the Period it 
ſelf g7; which | ground up-n ſingular Remarks in that Prophe- 
ſy of the Yiſion ot Nebachadnezzars Image, Dan. 2. 


Firſt, Iobſerve in that grand Calendar of Time for the King- 
dom of Chriſt ; The Deſcent of Time is by the parts of the 
Image, and fo by the Metals Aﬀigned to the ſeveral, as I may 
call cthemy Regions or Parts; the Firſt, or Beginning Point of 
Time is in the Gold of the Head, or the Babyloniſh Empire , 
Thence ir goes down to the Breaſt, and Arms of Silver the Per- 
ſtan Kingdom; and from thence to the Relly, and Thighs of Braſs, 
th: Kingdom of Greece and ſo comes down to the Legs of Iron, 
the Firlt part of the Roman Pagan Empire, and laitly, To the 
Feet and Ten Toes, part of Iron, and part of Clay ;, that is, the Ter 
European Kingdoms, into which that Pagan Empire was Divided ; 
when joyn'd with the Papacy, and Hierarchy, the Clay proper to 
each of thoſe Kingdoms, 

Now the Order, and Diſtintion of the Parts, and of the 
Wetals of the Image is ſo Efſential to the Yiſton, and Prophecy is ſo 
exadt; there can be no change without great Reafony and even 
great ſiznification Deſigned by that Change, and no chance in it. 

The Order of the Parts, and the Mctals, is given firſt Synthe- 
tically, or Conſtitutively, v. 324 33- The Image's Head was of Fine 
Gold ;, his Breaft and Arms were of Silver ; Hts Belly and his Thighs 
of Braſs ; his Legs of Iron ; has Feet part of Iron, part of Clay , T he 
Conjun&ion therefore between the Jron, and the Clay; tho they 
did not mix one with the other, muſt needs be very cloſe in 
the Conſticuring the Feet; and yet ro make mere clear this con- 
junQRion, and order ; Ir isſaid, when the Stone cut of the Moun- 
tain came to ſmite the Image, the ſtroke was upon the Feet, that 


were of Irony and of Clay, Again, y, 35. when the Merhod is 
given, 


' 
' 
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given, asthey ſay, Analyticaly, or the Image in the Breaking 
1s Reſolv'd from its Bottom to its Top, from the Foundation to 
the Neck I: is ſaid, Then was the Iron, the Clay, the Braſs, the 
Silver, and the Gol Broken to Peices together, and became like the chaff 
of the Summer Threſhing Flow, B:fore the [mage was given from 
Head to Foot ; Here from Foot to Head ; But the Conjundti- 
on is kept moſt Inviolate, and the Order, coaltdering forward 
Firſt, and then backward, is the very fame. 

Now this Conjun@ion, and order are ſo Effentially, and 
Sabſtantially Fix'd, They can never be unfix?d any more; This 
muſt be the ConjunRion, this muſt be the Order, and nothing 
that Comes after it, can Diſannul it. 

And yet when it comes to the laſt Cataſtrophe in the Znterpreta- 
tion of the Dream; and ſo when the Event is fuppos'd to come to 
its Complement, that the Stone cut out of the Mountain without 
H1ds Falls upon All, and Grinds them to powder. T hcn the Iron 
and the Clay are ſeparated by the Braſs; that has nothing to do 
in the Feet, but with the Belly, and the Thighes. ouly ; For they 
only were of Braſs. 

T his is the very Order given by the Spirit of God in this 
Taſt part of the Viſion, I Find upon ſearch no Reaſon to doubcr 
in the leaſt ; rhere appearing no demurr on a Diftercat Reagd- 
ing, as i: ſtands in the Chaldee Yerity, or the Syriac Verſion, as 
may be ſeen in B. Walton's Polyglot Bible : And yet it is, as if 
the Feet of hon were joyn'd immediatcly with the Thighs of Braſs, 
and the Clay removed ou: of ti:ir place; and, as if the ſtroke 
wcre on the Braſs, before it was on the Clay; whereas it was 
made again ani again, and a third TimeCertain, The ſtroke 
is on the Feet of [ron and Clay, before the Braſs ſhould feel the 
Force of it; Now al! theſe are fo great Points of the ſton, that 
nothing can unſecttle them without ſubverting the wholeFrame: 
For then the Pream could not, as he hath ſaid, bz Certain, nor. 
Par ons AR be ſure, nor whart is grounded upon. it be un- 
{baken. 

It muſt needs therefore be; That for the Truth of the Con- 
jun&ion, the Order of the Metals, and of the Parts , and the 
Order of the Stroke, were all given before, as they are, were 
and ſhall be ; And that the Spirit of Prophecy preſumes, that 
none would think; lt cithcr on purpoſe, or Caſnally, would 
Deſtroy its own Frame. 

I offer therefore to deep ſearch of others, and the Conſidgh 
ration of All, who have Regard for the ſure word of Rn 
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Attend to the Reaſon, He hath Afiſted me, the Unworthicſt 
of all his Servants togive: and I am Humbly perſwaded, he 
Foreſaw, He would ſo Aſfiſt me, ro give it in ſo publick a 
Miniſtry to his Servants in general. 

And the Reaſon is this, That God might make known ts the 
King, and in him to after Ages, what ſhould be hereafter, As 
Danel aflures us, Now the very utmoſt of that Hereafter is 
very near Come , Even, as Near, as Ninety Seven, as | have 
fully ſer out ; By comparing therefore the ſtate of T hings now 
witn ti515 Change in the Yiſton, we ray arrive to ſome good de- 
gree of Ucderilanding inthe Reaſon of the Change; 1 ſay, 
comparing it with the preſent State, 

| look then upon the preſent ſt ce of the Ten Horns, as Fro-- 
phecy calls them, or Kings, and their Kingdoms, I corlider, 
which of them, of All others bears the Mctal; Iron; at the 
greateſt Luſtre of Appearance at this T ime ; and by plain 
matter of Fatt that is the French Power, and Kinzdim; Thin 
I conſider where that, which was herctofore, call'd the Braſs 
ia the Image of the Four Kingdoms now Relides; and the Braſs 
being the Grecian Kindow, as All Interpreters agree ; T hc Grect- 
ar Empire is b:yond all Conteſt, known to be in the Hands'c. 
the Turk, whoſe Port is known to be at Conſtantin:-ple. 

There are then two things, God makes known to us by this. 
Charge in the Pon, concerning that laſt State of this Imaze,). 
when the Stoxe ſball fall upon it, 


1. Thatthe S:roke ſhall be ſtruck, and the Fall of the Stone 
Grind ng tlie [mage to Porder, (t.all be, when the Jron in the moſt 
lliuticious Apptarance of ir, ncar the very nd ſhall be joyn'd 
cothe Braſs, and in League with it; So that tho the /ron, 
even the whole [rn togerher with the Clay ſhall be broken be- 
fore the Braſs; yet the Braſs is Transferred out of its proper, 
bath Coajunftion, and Order ; not indeed ſo, butas in a Fi- 
gure to give a Watchword, that when the ron in an Eminen- 
cy ſhall be ſignally Conjoyn'd with the Braſs, 2iz. That Turco- 
Grecian Power ; Thenthe Blow ſhall be given; and the Braſs, 
not before the Clay, but in its own Order ſhall be Broken, viz. 
The Feet of Jron and Clay Firſt, and in their own Conjunttion ; 
then the Braſs, and the Silver, and Gold immediatcly upon it; 
Now therefore obſerving the {or in fo llluſtrious Appearance, 
joyn'd with the Braſs, ata Time, we know by the Line of Time: 
the Blow is ſo near ty be given, It is a Concurrent Afſurance, 
kt is yery near, | a; Tie. 
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2. The Spirit of Prophecy is pleas'd hereby to Brand the Unn a- 
curalneſs of the Conjunttion of France with the Turkiſh Power ; 
a Kinzdom belonging to the Feet, and Toes, mixcd with the Hi- 
erarchic, Antichritian Clay, and giving Power to it; and yet 
Uniting with the Braſs or Mahometan Power, a Wee upon that 
Antchrijſiian State ; A thingy as Monſtrous, as it the moſt Emi- 
nent Toe ſhould ſeparate itſelf from the Feet ro joyn it ſelf im- 
mediately with the Bey, and Thrghs ; fo is the Papacies moſt 
Chriſtian King Leagued with the Mahometan Enemy of Chriſtia» 
nity, as in the Anttchriſtian State, 


Rem, 2, The ſccond Remark I make on that Yijten is from 
yet more undeniable, if pofſible, Letter of Prophecy ; that the 
management of the laſt Stroke, when the Stone. by its own 
Diretion of ir ſelf, ſhall fall on the Image, and Smite it ; It ttall 
be not by Humane, bur by Immediate Divine Vower ; that tho it 
will Raiſe, and Fit what Inſtruments it pleaſes; Seven Shep- 
hards, and Eight Principal Men ; yet the Stone it ſelf will be Vi- 
ſibly (cen Illuſtrious above All ; altho there ſhall be with the 
Lamb the Faithful, and Called, and Choſen; yer the Lamb himſelf, 
as by his Immediate Power, ſhall be fcen above All ; For the 
Stone that is Cut out of the Mountains 1s ſaid to be in no Hand, or 
which zs not in Hands, (according to the Striftneſs of Tranſlati- 
on) or in any Hand of Man ; And when he comes to work, 
it ſhall be as on the ſudden, and at an Inſtant, For when Di- 
vine Power works, Nullum Tempus Occurrit Regi, Nothing can 
Lett Divine Power. 

Alrcho chen Il moſt Sinccrely, and Earneſtly Pray, that the 
Lord of Hoſts would Plcalc to give Succels to the Arms of the 
Pr:tetant Princes and States, and moſt particularly to our own; 
So tar as may poſſibly conſiſt with his own Wiſe, and Holy 
Determinations; Yet I am Bold to make theſe Progneticks 
fr -m this Lightof Prophecy, I have firſt Receiv'd, and now Of- 
ferd ; Partly ro Arm with Patience, and Submiſhon co the De- 
lay of ſuch an Ifſuec, as we Naturally Delire; partly to En- 
courage,andAfſure, as to ſome great Points at the Preſent; and 
EC reg x Aſcer:ain that Grand Jjue of the Kingdom of Chriſt 
in the End. 


Prog. 1. Seeing the Time of the Fall and Stroke of the Stone 
is not upon the Tron ard Braſs till g7. and that it is ro be upon 


them in Conjuntion, and upon the Jron, as it ſhall in _ 
art 
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Part in an Eminency be Conjoyn'd : Therefore neither the 
Fminency ot France as the Iron, and fo in League with the Turk, 
nor the Potentacy of the Turk, who is ſo to continue a 1/oe upon 
the Antichriſtian State;ſhall be brought down, till g7. Let there- 
fore no Impatience at the Diſappointment of an ExpeRation 
herein ſeize us ; For thus it is Determin'd by the ſure word 
of Prophecy, They muſt both continue in a Conjur ion till 
chat Time and the Stroke with it ſo fall upon Them fo far 
as can be Found by Prophecy. 

Pregnoſ. 2. Notwithltanding tliis ; Let what can be done, 
France (hall be kept within his own Bounds, to be, but one of 
Ten ; and the Turk thall be but in a Low, Tottering Condition, 
ro be Supported only upon the Aides,and Help of France;that he 
may not come to his End ſo ſoon, tut muſt do at laſt; as is intimat- 
ed concerning the Turkiſh King of the North, Dan, 11, ult, Now 
ro k-ep France lo within its own Figure, is a Service fo conſi- 
derable roProvidence according to Prophecy; that it ſhould 
make Princes, and Nations Patient under the inconveniency 
of \Warto fuch an End; And it may Anſw:r for a Confederacy 
of Prutefants with Popiſh Powers ſo far; as that ir may be made 
ul; of byProvidence roluch an End asReſtraining France, Agree- 
ablv to Divine Determination; And it mav juftly call us ro the 
Obſervation ofProvidencegzinBallancing Things ſo, as this Laſt 
and forner Years it has done; ſo that while, as with one 
hand, God is pleaſed to keep the French Power at ſuch a 
Height ; with the other he fo Ballances, that it ſhould not ex- 
ceed its Figure ; So we (ce it in all the Diſpoſes of Things to 
this Day ; So in the Wonderful Preſeryation of the Kings Per- 
ſur, when danger was ſo every way abour, and Death fo near 
him $ Becauſe he hath raiſed Him up, as fo peculiar an n- 
ſtrument t> that purpoſe, to give a ſtop to the Exorbirtant Power 
of Francez as alſo to be an Interpoſer againſt the Return of 
Pata) Piw:r on theſe Proteſtant Nations, of England, Scet!ard and 
trelard. 

}. As it wasſaid to Barak, This Jeurney, or Expedition ſhall 
wot be for thy Honour, becauſe God would (ell *iſera into the Hands 
of a lVoman ; Judges & 9 $o the great Succeſs of Finiſhing the 
Var upon France in ConjanQion wi:h the Turks, God hath re- 
ſ.rv'd to the Stone cut o t of the Mountains, Wi:o is not in any 
Human Hand ; No Great:r, nor more Vittorious F tchieve- 
ments have becn therefore Granted to the Confederate Armies,nor 
ay gradual Appcarances of theK T5 ofChri(t, becauſe theGlory 

is 
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1s reſerv'd to Chriſt;ſo that all ſhall be done by him in an inſtant, 
on the ſudden, at the very Time Appointed by God, viz. in 
the year 97. Io ncar Approaching, I heſe things ſhall be done 
The French Grandicur, as it now ſtands in oppolition to rhe 
Kingdom of Chriſt, (hall be ground to Powder , T he Witneſſes, both 
the YVaudors, and the French Proteftants at this T ime under his 
Power, ani Tyranny, {all ſee the Morning Star Darning , Thcy 
ſhal! be wich Chiritty, wan he Breaks the Nations with a {icl 
of Iron; They ſha'l feel a Spirit of Life Entrins into them, aud 
Cauſing them to flaul oi thiir Feet, ani they ſhall hear a Voice 'rom 
Heaven, ſaying, Come up bither, T he Turkiſh 1Fce ſhall be clear 
Remov'd ; But then together with this, I nc Confederate Princes 
as ziving their Kingdom yet>to the Beaſt, or Papacy ; and even the 
Preotefant Princes lo Far, asthey enter into the Conftitotion of 
aN:bachidezzars Image ; the Papal Hirrarchic Clay, wherc ever it is 
Found; with i s 7092 Names, ſhall . 1] be Cr9u1d 12 Powder allo. 

5. The Sipreme Sovercign Event of Events ſhall then 
come to pa's; Tie Kingdoms cf this If orld ſhall b:come the King 
doms of the Lord, and of bis Chriſt ; He ſhall Reign in his own Name, 
take to himſelf his Great Power, an4 ſend out bis Everiaſting Goſpel, 
as on the IWinr; of Angels, and Bled 1s be, who 1s nit offended at 
theſe Things, but Loves, and Waits for them, 

Bur indecd, if God ſhould pleaſe any way to bring down the 
French Power, or Cauſe it, but ſo much as to Lyc {till ; and co 
Diffolve the League berween, him , an | the Turkſh Vetentacy 
ſooner ; mv Hops, and Exp:@arions might be, that Go i wrre 
ſ22ncr alloworking by ſich Zeginnings to much greaterThin 15 
for the Change of the World, in the mean [Ine ij can 
nct bur Reprolent things as Prophecy Repreſents them, and 
I prefaine no tuither, Ant that | ond not io be till 97. 


Anothor rib otic Notes, The Lord hath becn pleasd much 
timprin: upun my Spirit, is that: Habac. 2. 13, 14. where the 
Prophet beholds in Literal Babylon, the MyStical Babilon, the 
Town Puilt 2449 Flood, the Intoxicating Sorcereſs, Enchanting the 
Nations to the Expoſing their Nakedneſs, and Shame, through 
lacbriatinz th:2m with the G.ldenCup of Formication,ſhe holds in her 
band; and makes the Kings of the EarthDrunk with,that they may 
commit the Whoredoms of 1dolatry with her ; and in the behold- 
ing of this, and the Foreſight of the End, and Deſtruction 
of it; The Prophet is made to ſee in Spirit, by che mighty In- 
fAuence of that upon him ; while That bore, and carried him 


alought 
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alought ; and moved him; and not any Created YM, but the 
Holy Spirit alone: He ſpeaks the State and Poſture of Things, 
that thall Coniine, and Border upon the Ruin, and Deftructi- 
on of that Babyloy; and the Maniteſtation of the Glory > the 
Lord, Immediately Conlequent upon ir; And this State he 
dcclarcs, ſhall be by rhe peculiar Ordination, and Conſtitu- 
tion of the Lord of Hiſts; of him, who has the Governmert 
of the whole Hoſt of Heaven and Earth; to that nothing ſhall 
be able ro move to the Contrary, The Peopie (hall La- 
bour, as in the wery Fire, the pure perfcft Fire, and ſhall weary 
themſelves for very Vanity, pure and pertef Vanity , For fois 
it ordain'd by God, that thus he may prepare for that great 
change of the World; The very Reaſon, why he orders it 
ſo, is, Becauſe the Knowledg of the Glery of the Lord ſhall cover 
the Earth ; T he Glory ſhall cover toe Earth, that the knowledg of 
the Glory of God may fo cover it a'ſo ;, even as the IVater: the Sea ; 
that even as in tac Sea, there is nothing ro be ſeen for Water ; 
even ſo in the Earth, There frall be nothing to be ſeen for the 
Glory of the Lord, it thall fo take upthe whole View, throvg- 
out all the Earth. From hence thereforc, ] Argue, All kinds 
of Diſappointment, and Fruilrations of All the Labour, 1tn- 
dertakings, Encrprizings, that arc in the World ; the Ex- 
pcCtatioi:s from Princes, Councels,Govcrnments z From Trade 
and Commerce art Home, and Abroad; From Armics, and 
Navics; F:om Generals and Cemmancers of them, and their 
whole Force; ard this not cniy in one par: of the Wor'd, 
but in the Nations, and People taken together, and in the 
Groſs; Such Labuuring in the very Fire and wearying themſelves 
for very vanity, are no £rgument againſt ſuch a Glory of God 
being near, and the Anowleds of ſuch a Gliry covering the Earth 
as the Waters da the Sea. Such a Glorious Revolution, and 
Chang: of the World .being very nigh,and at the deors;'o that 
they arc rather an Argument for the nighnets of it to us. For 
God hath given us this, as a Preenoflich, 

In the very ſame manner, T his Divine Pre3het beholding 
that Great Vij1on of the Kingdom of Chriſt in its lalt Accomplifh- 
ment; when all his Enemies ſhall be under the 1124/18 ith brs 
Tro*ps ; Intimnarcs Thar even in the Lalor ind ervice of 
Nature it ſelf ,, T here ſhall be great htuſtrarics, and Diſap- 
pointments, that the Fig- Tree may not Blue. tlie } atonr of the 
Clive mav fail ; there may be no Fruit in the "ne, the Flock may 
le cut off from the Foid, and the Heard from the Stall ; And yer, 

fait): 
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ſaith he, will I Rejoyce in the Lord, and Glory in the God of our 
Salvation , For tho 1 do Acknowledg, the World is always fo 
fall of Diſappointments in, all theſe Kinds, that what the 
Prophet ſpeaks ; is moſt ſuitable to all T imes ; Al! 3s full of La- 
bour and Vanity, as Solomon ſpeaks; Vanity of Vanities, All ts Vani- 
ty, and Vexation of Spirit ; All is made ſubject to Vanity, and to Cor- 
>ruption; yet as if God would wind vp the whole Web of Yani- 
ty, before the Time of the Salvation, of the ReFitution of A# 
Tiings. The Prophet thus ſpeaks, and goes on, That the Lord 
will make vis Feet like Hinds feet, and fer them upon the high pla- 
ces, the Mountain of Spices z and that then the Time of Songs 
ſhall indeed come in, and of Sinzing to the Strinzed Inſtru- 
ments Like David; at the Kingdom of the True David, the Root 
and Off ſpring ot David together ; in compariſon of whick, 
All tongs are but Howling,and Lamentation now. 

Now it we were to Judg of Things by the preſent AſpeCt 
of Things, and of what is in Proſpe&:; we may have Reaſon 
ro hope, That the Change of the Wor!d is near; and 1 ſhould 
Rejoice to be ſo happily Miſtaken ; that it is indeed nearer, 
chan, according ro the Line of Time, | can conclude ir; T here 
is every where ſuch Labcuring in the very Fire, and Varying our 
jel. es ſor very Vanity | 


In the laſt place, to conclude the whole Argument from the 
ſire Word of Prophecy, I would in brief preſcurt the wh-le 
Tavie of Time, 

The whole ground Plot of Fropliecy isthe State of T hings 
from the Firſt Creation, and Sabbatiſm under the F::jt Adam, to 
the New Creation and Sabbatiſm of the Second Adam;Firlt ' 'cltgn'd, 
but Kemaining to be Accompliſhed; even from the Foundation of 
t'e If'orld;, even when God on the Seventh Day Reſted from the 
\Works, which He kat male,according to Heb, 4 5,7.it began tg 
Remain to be Accompliſhed, 

This $Sabbatiſm Comprehends the Higheſt and mot cx- 
cellent Temple State, or a State of Enjoyment of God; and alſo 
a Dominion, Lordſhip, Threne and Kingdom of the Second Adam, 
and of his Seed over the Creation of God ; Al things being put 
under the Feet of himgand of hzs Seed,in the Sabbatiſm which remains 
"to the P-ople of God. 

God rhe Lord of Time, , hath made, and given in his word 
an exaCt Line of Time, from Sabbatiſm to Sabbatiſm ; of near, or 
ro the Evzninz, or berween the two Eycnings of the Sixth = 

a 
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Taft Milenary, and allotted a }-ſt Culrcal Ther jurd jears, the 
perfection ot Time to that Sabl iſm it ielt, or Arngdem of Chriſt; 
This Line is at this Day to be Found in Scripture, made up of 
Hiſtorical Time, reaching as far, as it was necciſary to Reach, to 
make up ſuch a ſpace of Time; Till by Fair Commiſſures 
Prophetic Time camc in, and juyn'd it, and macc up the Reſt 
even 5759 ycars, to the great Sabbath. 
To the two great Types cf this Temple, and Kingdom ex- 
iring, viz. The Reigns of David and Solcmon, at Solomons 
cath , T his Line of Time is given plainly «nd Hiſtorically ; 
Embolſs'd only with ſome Ornamental Reſemblances of that 


Kingdom and Temple-Statc : All which 1 have made out ac- 
ter of Scripture, and Fortified our He- 


cording to the very 

brew Copy, as truly the Word of God, by great Evidence 
(as I hope) of Argument trom Scripture, and Scripture-Rea- 
fon ; And thoſe ſeveral Hiſtorical Lines to Solomons Death make 
3029 years ; Theſe I do nor particulat ize, becauſe they do not 
ſo properly fall under the ſure word of Prophecy, but the ſure 
xord of Scripture-E:iſtory. 

From thence, even at Solomons Death, begins Prophetical Time, 
however Hiſtorically Supported in many great Branches of it 
yet the Miniſtration, and Repreſentation of it is All Prophetical, 
and Myſtical : All and Each of theſe are of great Coniudcrat- 
ion to him, whoever he be, that would ynderſtana Prophc- 


CY. 
This general Plat-form being now laid according to, and in 
my Line of Time, 1 here preſent it in brict toV iew together, 


Q THE 
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THE 


Prophetical Scripture 


Line of Time, 


As it is Given from the Death of Solo- 
mon to the Temple, New Feruſalem, and 
Throne of the great Solomon, Son of 
David, in purely Prophetical Numbers. 


Days of Years. 
Rom Solomon's Death, when 
_ the I ypesof the Kingdom of 
Chriſt in David bis Father, and 
himſelf, Ceasd, to Ezekeil's 
Temple , gc. The firſt Time of 290. 
Sollemn Bearing Iniquity, or the Ezek. 4. 5: 
Puniſhment of it in the delay of <c. 40. 2c. 
the Kingdom of. Chriſt the Antitype, 
giving Spring to all Prophetick 
ime. 
From 
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In that Ezekiels Temple was but 
a Viſronal T emple, the former 390, 
years are made, according to the 
Standard of Seven given by 
God, * ſeven times three Hun- 
dred ninty days of years of bearing 
Iniquity; in the Delay of the King- 
dom of Chriſt, to Ezekiels SanfFuary 
Cleans 'dor Expiated,and Juſtified i 
that Kingdom. 

From Ezekiel's Viſon of the 
Temple after Forty Days of years 
Bearing the Sin of Judah, and ſtop- 
ingany fo much as Appearance of 
a T emple-ſtate to a Faint Appear- 
ance of that Vifzon, in Cyr his 
Decree for Building the Temple, the 
firſt 40 of the 2340. 


From the End of the 40 days 
of years at Cyrus his Decree to 
the Sanctuary Cleans'd. 


From the Decree of Cyrus; the 
frſt going out « the word for the 
Reſtoring the 't emple by the God 
of Ffrael, and Cyrus King of Per/ta; 
to the full going out of that word by 


Artazerzes Longtmanus ; the tirit 


Days of Tears. 


23409 
* Lewitic. 26. 


13, Oc. 


O -4O 


Ezeh. 4.6. 


23200 eves, 
morns, 


Dan. 8. 14. 


75. 
Made out by 
Scripture Arga= 
ment and Chronoiq- 
&Y. 

ia 
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Davs of Tears. 
-s of the 23GO Exec, Merns of 
years, a 1 ime of the Treading 


it under foot; this Time therefore 
1s Petach'd from the 2200. 


From the word fully gane Forth, 
to the lime of Annunting the 
Sanctuary by the Pormring out the 
Spirit on the Apo/rolick Church at 
the Aſcenlion of Chriſt; Repre- 
tented 1n rhe. midlt of the Half 
week by the Vition, Revek; c. 4. 
c.5. And ſo the other Halt 


Week continues the Time of 


the Confirming of the Cove- 
nant, a Iime cut oft from the 
2200 of Treading the Sanctuary 
under Foot. 

Of thele 490 years, or 70 
Weeks, ſeven of them were a 
Time of Building the Walls, an1 
Streets of Jeruſalem, according ITE) 
all Hijrory Afluring the former 
759. with theſe 49 years to reach 
ten Years within the Reign of Da- 
ris Nothus, and to be 124 years ; 
and therefore theFirſt a. weeks 


are ſo cut off from the ſeventy 
Weeks, 


490 
Dan. 9. 24. 


49 


Dan. 9g. 25. 
Ezr. 6. 14. 
Fſther. 1. 1. 
Neb. 12. 22. 


Interpretation of Prophecy 6x 


Weeks, and fo many Perfran Prin- 
ces expreſly nam'd in ſacred Hi- 
{tory. . | 

From the end of the Firſt for- 
ty nine years of the Weeks, are 
Sixty two Weeks diitin&tly nam'd, 
a [1 ime of Vattalage, T Tibutari- 
nels, Straits and Difficulties under 
Heathe n Princes : 5 eſpecially Anti- 

caus Epiphanes ; a great Type of 
treating the Sandtuary nder foot by 
An tich rt ; until the Publick Mini- 
ſtr y of Meſſn 1b the Prince. 

From Mefrah the Prince Ap- 
pearing 1n his Viniltry, to the end 
- confirming the covenant to toe 

{c115,at the laſt weekzin the midſt of 
w hich he Died; the other half week 
by the A -oſtles; ; and their Begin- 
nins Deſo/ations, 

[hc Duration of the Force of 
Annointing the Sanctuary was to 


continue during the Sealing of 


Vijicn and Prophecy ; 71z., | hat 
orcat Viſicn of Exzehkzeis 1 eniple ; 
which Sealing was both of Re- 
ſerve from Immediate coming to 
paſs of that Viſzon; and of le- 

curing 


Days of Tears. 


0007 
Dan. 9. 27. 
4.00. 
Rev. 6. c. 7. 


*%% 
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curing it from Antichriſtian V1o- 
lation for that Time. 


Therefore this Sealed time is 
Divided into two halves. 


The Firt of which was of the 
Purer time of the Sanctuary, when 
on Annointing was moſt upon 

: And tins the Wiſdom of the 
Spir of Prop!) WcY has ſet out by 
Ballances 1n { 1e hand of that Jult 
Emperor Ai-va n:ter Severus, Wegh- 
out the time of the Purity of the 
Sanctugry,, according to the 
W eights of the Sanctuary. 


The Sealing was to ſecure, till 
there was a Full and Perfect Em- 
blem of Cirits Kingdom in the 
C briſtian Empire. 


1heother half from Alexander 
Severus [11s Neath, till the taking 
away th? Daily Seoifand when the 
Anmintins - paſs'd off, and the Seal- 
ing, as to the Security, went off 
from the Outer-court ; and Reſted 
on 


Days of Years. 


202 | 


Rev. 6. 6. 


Rev.c. 6. to 
c. 8. and c. 
Lis 


202 


I. 


on the Inner-court , and Perſons 
Worſhiping 1 in 1t. 


From the end of ſealed time, be- 
gan Indicted time or time, times, 

half time, fo ſtil l in Chaldee, He- 
FX. Greek, ſo call'd, becauſe 7 2nd 
T1 a or Time declar'd by Oath, 
Than": 

ad Accordingly God Provid- 
ed by Conſtantine a CharaCter of 
Time to be an Agreeable Di- 
ſ{tin&tion of I ime, viz. Indictions 
of 15 y. to Aſcertain when the [n- 
difted time, times and half time 
ſhould have place; there are there- 
fore twenty four Indictions that 
make the hr{t I 1me, or 1 hird of 
ro080 Days. 


The two Times, or two 
Thirds of 1080 Days, are twice 
24 15 of years, or 24 Indictions. 


The laſt half of Indicted 
Time or an 150 years, in twelve 
Indictions making up 1 260 y. 


'The 
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Days of Years. 


/ 


At Rev. 10, Half 


63 


20 


1 80 


Time begins 
as hath been 
ſhewn. 
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Days of Years 
The Epoch, or beginning of 
the I me, Limes, and half 1 1me, 
is to be taken from the. 42 Mons 
of the Gentiles; as hath been 20 
{hew nz Bu) youd the be, Hmes, Dan. 1*. 11. 
anc palf tin Key Or the 1260 days of Kew. [4 
years are £110 *rty days of Jea rs of 
the Verces, making 1290, vy the 
Addition of tw9 Fifteens or [n- 
d;ctH191s. 
ihelat part of Timetill the 


leaf + a IR ans Re SR k TY 
Fullnels J [ 111; C, makes the I 290, 45 

1 225, by the Acldition of three, Dan. 12. 12. 
F1itcens,6r Inditt:cas, or 45 Days Rey. 16, 


of years; and arc the time of 
Pouring out the /zals. 

Now theſe two laſt parts of 
Time. 270 2267 Time allo; 


becaute they come under the Oat 
Ciorilr 5 that in the Days of the 

$-rotl Angel, and his beginning 

to Cound, the Myſtery of God 

hall be Frmithed, 

Then Slows the T houſand 
years, the Glorious King t5m of - 
_ Ihe Fullnefs, the Perfedli- | 
on 5f tine, St1ld, Rev. 20. Thrice, 

"Et CTyauſand Pears, 


Al 'S 


— ——_  —— — — — _ —— 
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| ara now come to the laſt Head of this S com fe I propof- 
cd; Some Brict Refictions, by way of Interer.ce upon the 
whole. 

Tifor, 1. This ſhews the great Price God hath put intoour 
Ian's, inthe Prof: fron of Chriſten iv, Ct wivirg naughty 
I-vidcuceto the Truth of the $citytures: tt the Aj ,t:cy that 
(2,06) COMC UPOENn OUT Pr oicfhen, had nct Rebbed iy of the 
iicarts, to mak e uſe of 1, 

For God nach given us a Sure nerd of Tropoey, gr den = 
Fai!, ner Ceccive vs 1 any of the great Futuriti-: i. the thin 
tzC ON uy 0 1: Math i oe 03, '4; TI he y _— CCrtauiy be Fulfill, 


af 
| 
4 


cac't lntheir yr ke n ; For Infiiice V\ Vifcm, ? ith 6: tipned, 
and contrived t _ cannot cn any 24 oa pou: Uncon- 
ders C zange 6 ts » Counſel For :t ca: the 1:19 at the very 
beginnttg ; lifiiit: Veraciy or Irnmh hath Dec! arcd them, 


V, 11iC! Cai.tivt OC ve, itisa ture word, and Allin! (02! 7 Power 


v1] ring pes m !0 pat, 

Naw Prop!.ccyy or Pecimine things tv Come ito ( THe 
ed up- 41, as the greatett Afſurance ot the Diviac Bc k De- 
CAVE TOUNS HAaVs Gul, T:inss to onmy, that ne ma) bow. yJ*u are 
Ce:ls t {Cay GO BOO LO? CVil ; 212, \V hen you nave Foretold 
them; Lot che I hivgs Foretold come to pals by your power : 
Now fect r $cr! '/prure; are full of Pr5:c:s, on which 
theſe [ii onees 5 muſt be Foun dc ; There . anes nothing but 
1c: th rctation 3 Adjt ſting what is paſty io its Juft Times of 
Co:1i7g to Pals, a .ccordit: gto Prophecy, and HiStory; and there- 
> afiured Grounds of Interpreting Prophecy concerning 


v.72 ito come: Oh, why dowe not then concerning Things 
to Cor, whict C bt iſt hath Promiſed, the Spi Irit ſhall lead us 


1270 a d (how 44 engage ovr ſelves in nterpretotion 2 Seeingthe 
Apo'tie Potrr bath atfnr'd No Prorhecy is of Private 7s: erfren 
tity, or Ke feryd 4; CVEn as 1D things pati, Relating to Chrif, 


Which we 15 yeneraent'y Argue upon 2gainlt the Jews, and 
Wit: fy £10029 Reaton, Why not in things to come concerning 


his Ni ETTCT. 

eRfet'y 2+: 'e have. iicnce.av ority to Joyn 1 nterpreration 
Of Vionicey and the "i Jeeves tele turn of Miracics 
r: r. thor hen 1m 44:4, L2. G, it 15 Lnquired, Hop 
len: # bald it be to ihe End, « 5 the Perfefting of W ond 'ers ? 
Ss hotc orcat Numbereor Þ ure en 1G1Ng tO - El:fed Time 


fare at 
* the 1335 Days, that ſhall make every one Bleſſed, that 
S 


Comes 
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Comes tothem arc Giye: ; Certainiy rtherefore\Vonders ſhall 
e,or Miracles Rerurny wien the: Tune of Finjhins is. And 
thoſe numbers mult ' e24 t- that T ime, 

Irifer. 3. Aow Eariett an Diii en ſhov'd we beto be Found of 
him in Rs: withyit Spot, and Blameicts; not in altace of 
War>whcn that Prince Gome'y with is Name mittens on vis 
P:ſtare, an1 on ins Thizh , King of Rings, Lzrl of Lorls ; who 
in Reght-culneſs frlges. and mates Var, and fliys with the Srard, 
that rroceetls ot of his mouth ; Oh, Let us thererore be Diltzent, 
We may bu jun 0; i 1 Peacey and not in the Army of Arma- 
geddon, in that Battel with God Almizhty ;, this 1s the comin.) to 
the 1335 Days, A Blcfſednels is pronounced upon in Paul; 
A Commg Wit Chrit, with the Armes of Heaven, tn white Linn, 
on white Horſes,as his Called, Faithful, and Choſen, with bim on (11; 
ide. How looking, and conliderate ſhould we be upon this 
Concernment ! That we be found truly Fix'd in the Pirmanent 
of Chrillienity, that neither in Regard of the fowl Antichriſt:- 
an Errors, nor the inward Impurities of Hcart, and Lite, we 
arc as randrins, and Falling Stars, for whom is reſero'd the black 
aeſs of Darkneſs for ever, but may ſhine, as the Stars, and as tac 
Firmament, -1x'd in that Firmament of Chriſfzunty ; by the light of 
which Holy Men are now miſe to Aw Souls, and to turn many 
to Righteonſiels ;, from which Antichriſt by Tra1ſ;reſſuin Fel, 15 
a Star from Heaven upon Farth, and went down to Open that bottom- 
leſs Pit. and fill'd the World wich Dartzeſs and Smok-, and 
ſhall be caſt inio his own place at that day,the at- that Burns 
with Fire and Brimſtone ; But the Rizhteous (hall thine forth as 
the Sun in the Kingdom of their Father,in the New Zeruſalem with 
Godand the Lamb, and for Ever. 

I: theſe Things ſeem hard ro be underſtood, let vs there- 
forc grow in Grace, ani in the Kaowleds of our Lord and Saviour 
Feſus Chrit. To kim be ©lory for Ever. 
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| 


Me ER __ — ROO 


An APPENDIX. 


This Pre dition I þ.:ve added by way of Appendix, 
concerning Greateſt Revolutions in the ſo near Ap- i 
proar bing Near, 1698 l 

Found in ibe Stuly of that eminent, Learned Perſon, | 
Juſtus Lipſhus, who Dy:d inthe year 1606. | 

Tranſcribed by Dr. Mayer, into his Preface upon all th: | 
Pr.phets, publiſhed 1653. and there to be [een by any | 
who will 1:[peeh it, | 

Tranſlated, ard Revarkd upon according to its Agree- | 
ment with *cripture Prophecy, and the Line | 
of it's time explaind in ſeveral Diſcourſes ; des 
monſtrating. the time, times and half :1:ne [worn | 
by ( briſt, as the ſpace of the Antichriſttan Apojtaſy | 
[hall end in the year «1697. And ſo theſe ſo Grand 
Events appear in a ſettlement and Conſiſtency, 1698. 


The Original PRE DICT 10 N, | 


Of Mille Explctos a Partu V irginis Annos, ! 

Er poſt ſexcentos Rurſus ab Orbe Datos, | 
Nunage/jtmus Offa, Mirabilis Anus 

Izgcrue:; Jsſecum Gaudia Letra Feret. | 

Corruct hoc Anno Turcarum Inviſa Propago ; |; 


Rom, Tuum in Libris Fabula Nomen Erit, 
Omaia Tunc ibant Mundi (urſum, atque Deortfum 

Imperia, vt Populos Sceptra Noyella Premaar; '| 
Urque fuum Cunctas Verbum Diffundat 1n Oras [| 
Chrictus, & Impcritet Nomine Ulbique Suo, | 
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The Tranilation. 


Rem Prins > 9011 @ The ouſand Years Dn told, 
And after them x Hundred more are Rll'd ; 
Then Ninety "79 oh ] ae ar of Fenders Com:'s, 
Find _ VeS 04 Jes /t hedps, to Vaſtejt Sums ; 
The Haicd tem of Ivr K5 that yo tha 'l Fall: 
C1 1R _ 265 borkun (ks "oy [Us id. min All 
has Ca!! th Name That Lye: £ortos Evigar s Move 
T: "287 it d- aunt; a Nove| nk rc pro » C 
T.: Ulniverial Movarciy; Thea ; Crnzt 
15 1% FRI ETARIYt 4 ;G Mpc I, wins Ri/t, 
Sal! i: it '& ies, ant Kindreds it difuſe, 
Antfirl per Lal Sc les tis on Name uſe, 


Ican Hum"'y Dick God, I have never been fiijcdt ro be 


J ry 


Iigitiy Impec! C 7 (O07 by any Pretcull 10071% [3 7 f.:27C) 4 INC 
Vet ing on! ly tar ſwe word of PIO] mu Ys S011 tre 3751471 4 00 
, 1 
witch | ct.cem the v; rd, Propt: "Chg | 1 proper 'Feaxtuyy to he 


NnNIWY Oo! ;y Cuc : 4d f to Wt C ript: ire TO =; \V r.T; auuti'e 
r © f 
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that Prophecy ; with which I have for ſeveral years laſt paſt 
Separated my ſelf ts Intermeddle , and to make, as publick, as] 
could, as one Principal Pointof Wiſdem at this Seaſon , now 
the Day is ſo neer Approachinz; 1 have found upon moſt 
Aſſured grounds; This Prediction hath fallen upen the Juſt 
Time tor cho! Events, thatc« n.mcncing 1657 fi.all ſettledly 
appear, 1698 

Morcover, I find, This Predidion Formed in the very Phraſe 
and VV ora, which are fo Applicable to the ſacred Style ; that 
coalideriug borh the Subſtance and the Happineſs of the very 
Exprefſi2 in fevecral Inſtances, I cannct deny my felt the Sa- 
tifaCtior;, and ct! ers the Benefic (as I hope ard detir) of ma- 
king ſom? Remarks upon ſuch an Fflort of Providence , in 
giving to, whoever it was, a PrediQion fo agreeabic tro Prephe- 
cy ; a Predidfion, in undeniable Fat, mary 1 cars bkcfore the pre- 
ſent Time, ſo conſonous ro what, upon ſtrory cf? Arguments 
from the Word of God, with the Cenlert of Undeniable, 
Univerſal Hiſlory , Thave cftercd to General © rowicdge, and 
Odvfcrvationz To Excite to the Pondering of which Sutftanti- 
al Proof, i have tome Expcettation ; ſuch a Concurrent, ſhort 
Prediction (becaulc we are naturally Inclin'd to have tome kind 
of Quicker | hcughts for ſuch) may not be unuſcſul. 

1 his Predidticn 13 affirm'd by Dr. Mayer, to have been found 
in the Stucy of Julius Lipſins, a Name ſo known to the 
W-rld, for All Learning, and Sagacity of Enquiry into All 
Things; ani of the Koman (as they will have it call'd )Catholic 
Church, 


| con'els, I can give no greater roof, It was feund there, 
than that Dr. Mayer hath left it fo Afirm'd; but it it was ſo ; 
Ir Argues, There wa: ſome Obſervaticn Deter'd to it by him ; 
that he ....vethar Paper a place in his Study, which Foretold 
Reme, a the Cathslick Church, fl. ould becenmie one of the moſt no- 
torious Fables in the World; nd be ex; ofcd,as one of the greateſt 
Cheats upon it, Altho he feem'd to adiere to it; I fay, He 
ſeen''d (ter of lo great aWirt, | queſticn it) However bigotred 
he appcard in Writirg the Virgo Hallenjis. 

Pur that which is cuough to me, ard will be, 1 ſuppoſe, to 
other; in thi-Kind, is; That it hath undoubtedly been extant 
in Print absve Forty years, and ſo in the Hands of many per- 
{ons ; and that any one may ſee it at any T ime, that Pleaſes. 
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Now this laſtRecited Predificn 15 ſaid to be written by Regio- 
montanus. At moſt Famous Ajironomer of his Time » in the 
year 
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year 1475. the year before he died at Rome ; And the Pre- 
diffion | now Recommend, may ſeem to be a meer Imitati- 
on of it ; and fo tobe the Diverſion of a Fanciful, Poetical, 
and Adve ntrous Pen, wantonizing upon a Former Predidion, 
and Running Counter to it; and that therefore there is no 
Regard to be had to it. Bur I ſhall argue the contrary, and 
that upon Due Compare of the one with the other, I hat in 
Dr. Mayer will be much advanced in Repute. 


I dogrant, That it was written by one, that bad laid the 
Prediction of Regiomontanus betore him: Nay, I make no 
doubr, he writ it after the year 1558. when the Rctnaricable 
Events of that Famous Year had given Reputation to the 
Predidion upon it : Whoever therefore writ the PreiCtion 
before ns, Coaſted, and Glanced along upon that of Kegio- 
montanus, grown into Eſteem by Things Anſweriug it; and 

rafts a far ercaier Predi:tion upon fo much, as would ferye 
Ris main purpole, and Leaves the Reſt. And tiv's he did to 
give it ſome Remarkablenels, by appearing in foine ct the 
Garb of what had obtain'd a LVegree of Honor by the Elictt 
Following it 2 Bur ic indeed far exceeds its Copy; and lince | 
know, it is ſo Truly according to the Sure Word of Prophecy , 
] am aſſur'd, whoever writ it, writ it cicther from a Judgment 
enlightned by deep Enquiry into Scripture Prophecy, or by tome 
Divine Impulſe, and far above the Copy. 


And as Reaſons of my Aſſurance hercin, I make theſe Ob- 
ſcryations upon It, 


1. Inthe other Predidzon, there is nothing, but what falls 
within an ordinary Human imagination, ſuppoſing the world 
in an Hurly- Burly, and Confuſion ; bur fuch a Sertes of Events 
know? only to Scripture, and its Prephecy, not to be Read in the 
Scars, nor in the Book of Nature, bur the Buok of Ged only, 
ſhews a much {higher Original, than Human Imagination, 
taking Copy irom one much lower than ir ſelf ; but cither a 
mind Divinciy Taught by Scripture Prophecy, or at leaſt, Pro» 
videntialiy Imp:II'd, as Cataphas's was, Jobn 11. Fi, and not 
ſpeating of ” {-it. 

2. \W+:; 223 i the other Predidtion, The Events, though ſig- 
nifed to .c great, ver are but General, and Confuſed, and no 
one Exvreſs ; In this Prophecy, all is very great, cach Eyent is of 

the 
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thegreateſt, that can be Thought of within the Rate of the 
whole preſent World ; each is Diſtin&, Firmly declared, Like 
one that knew he ſpake 'on 'great ground; this Poetry and 
Fancy donot uſe to do. 

3, Whereas a ncre Fancy, or Humor of Foretelling would 
have chai2zn ſome nearer Time than above a Century beyond 
that 1585, t> raile a quicker Expectation; an thereby a great- 
er A.nuſc; this Predidfiongcarrics ſteddily to 1698, ſo far off 

4. A Make.| Fancv, or Jacertainly guided Arrogancy of 
Forerel! ig, it it had born 1» Aloft, and at a Diſtacce from 
the Tincy the Former reaitt: 1, would havc bardly miſsd of 
the C::in! of 1935, A:twering 1588, Fer we lee common 
ExpeQaiiv: hath of it 1elf run vpon that year, and has not 
been grearly m{tzxc1, ia Regard of the Revolution in this Na- 
tion, wheititn £7 14: Emrgpeas or d hath teen fo much con- 
ceri'd 1ho ; to carry there/ore the Pregidtton as from one 88, 
and not to %07, and cuarry (as one may lay) upon the next v8, 
bur to fall Perpendicularly upon gS, is a higher flight, than of 
a Fancy. 

5. The words c}:oſen out, by whoever, was the Predidor, 
ſo ſutcept{ible of, to ready to Fall into, and to Cope with the 
words, and Images of Scripture Prophecy, are a very great Argu- 
ment, and Ailucance ; He either from Great Acquaiutance 
with Scripture Prophecy, and Aﬀiſtance from it in that mcdiate 
way, or lome more iminediate Inſpirings of that Huly Spirit of 
Prophecy; or at leaſt from a Providential Impulſe, or Motion of 
Mind was Enabled to uſe words, which the Holy Spirit Teacheth, 
comparins Spiritual T hi» gs with Spiritual. 

6r That, which above All Aﬀurcs me, there was a Divine 
Extraordinary, either Explorating, and lcarching our of the 
Teſtimony of Feſus in the Written word ; or from ſome Emoti- 
07 of the Spirit of Prophecy in fome Holy and Sarftitted Perſon; 
or at l-aſt from ſome Providential Impulſe of that Spirit upon the 
Perſon,that writ thePredidion,is, that he hath fallen upon that 
very time, I have by cxatt Calculation found to be the yery 
Time for he Coming of theſe great Events to pals in a ſett!e- 
ment in g98, after their beginning 97. 


FINTS. 
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